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Advertiſement. 


HE Author hath prepared ſome brief RefleQions on 

the DoQtor's Son's Undertaking, Entituled, Chris 

ade Sin ; but eſpecially on his Doughty Preface or Epiſtle 
before it, #0 the Anditors at the Merchants Lefure ; which, 
accordingly as he ſees theſe preſent RefleQtions are treated, 
he may have Thoughts of Publiſhing. 
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To the 


READER. 


T is truly lamentable, ani of diſmal Conſequence, that any 
| controverted Points ſhould be diſputed with ſo much Heat) 
and [uch Intemperateneſs of Spirit, as hath been heretofore 3 

azd hitherto, is but too evident. Truth is yet Truth, and Error 
is yet Errcr, whether they be diſcerned aright or aot. The Do- 
Grins and Concerns of (hriſtianity cawnot look like themſelves. 
nor be diſcerned in their native Evidence, Strength, aud Luſtre, 
whilit mingled with Mens Intereſts, and pleaded for in Paſſion. 
The Wrath of Man works not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Strong Arguments calmly offered ana cloſely urged, after a due ita: 
ting of the Caſe to be debated, will probably do great Service t6 
the Intereſt of Truth; whilſt perſonal Reflettions, and a follicit= 
ous Concernedneſs for our own Intereſt and Reputation, will ſooner 
evigence the Partiality, Rage, and Emptineſs of our Minds, than 
any way befriend or ſerve what we ſo eagerly contend for. Far be it 
from me, t9 cenſure or arraign the State and Spirit of the Reverend 
Dry. Criſp, whoſe Soul I take to be in Heaven, and whoſe Intentions 
and Deſigns might be ſincere and good, tho he might not ſo diſtinit= 
ly ſee the Nature, Order, and mutual Relations and Dependences of 
1ruths to and upon each other, That which Iwould adviſe and court 
the Readtr to, is this; that he would duly weigh what is here offered 
to his Eyes and Thoughts. If the worthy and learned Author of this 
Treatiſe have miſtaten the Doctor's Mind, miſ-quoted his Book, or 
wreited and perverted what he quotes, or forcd his Inferences un- 
duly from what the Dr. owns ; let [1ch things be diſcover d and ex- 
pos'd ; if otherwiſe, let no Man's Rept ation hinder the Reader's en- 
tertainment of Truths, when diſcernable in their proper Evidences,, 
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zor bring him to admit of Errors, becauſe of their plauſible Diſeut- 
(cs, to ſer them off the better. Not that 1 think that Dr.Criſp would 
willingly miitake, or knowingly abuſe the Truths of God; and yet 1 
cannot ſay that his Thoughts and Notions were ſo deep, ſound, or 
clear, as I believe his Heart was warm and hoxeſt, as to the Name 
and Cauſe of Chriſt, Clear Heads and honeſt gracious Hearts can- 
not be always found together : Tet are we commanded to grow in 
Grace and Knowledg, I will not here interpoſe in the diſputing 
Part, though my Sentiments are quite different from what the Dr. 
offers as his own, but is (in my mean Thoughts) very defettive, as 
ro the Cogency of proving what he pathetically aſſerts. I have both 
form'd, methodtz'd, and fix'd my Thoughts about theſe things, from 
that fit Diredtory of Sentiments about them, in 2 Pet. 1.3 to the 15, 
700 large to be conſidered now, or here inſerted. 

I verily believe, the careful and conſiderate Reader will not loſe 
the Time and Thoughts he ſpends on theſe Refleftions, The Au- 
thor hath, with no mean Skill and Judgement, ſuited his Diſcourſe 
to vulgar (as well as entertained judicious) Readers, Take in 
nothing upon Truſt. Compare all wiſely and impartially, and beg 
for Wiſdom to diſcers what is right, and be prattically faithful to 
diſcover'd Truths. And this is all that is deſired of thee, by the 
Author's and thy hearty Friend, | 


LONDON, 
April 4. 1693. 


ERRATA. 


P \ge 7. line 1, delewſc. p+ 8.1.18, read meaning. P+ 9.1. 4. Tf. but he omits, p+ 16.1. 7. for 
that r, of, |. 8. tor of r- that. p.36.1. 10. for are r. were. 1. 16, tor the r. be, 1. 38. for on r. 
in, P+« 44. 1, 6 from the bottom, inſert nor. 


The Reader is deſired to corre any other Faults that may have eſcaped the Preſs, by 
reaſon of the Author's diſtance from it. 
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OR, 


REFLECTIONS 


Dr. Criſps 
SERMONS 


HERE is a Book of Sermons not long fince re- 
* printed, which is in many Peoples Hands, and 
tinds no ſmall acceptance with them 3 but I muſt 
be bold to tell them, that it is as dangerous and 
pernicious a Piece as hath appear'd in Print in this 
Age; and'it is the more ſo, becauſe it 1s in other parts fo good 
and excellent: For the Author of ic hath ſpent a great part of 
this Work in exalting Free Grace and Ghrift's Righteouſneſs : He 
ſers forth the tranſcendent Lowe of God to Sinners ; he admira- 
bly extols the unmerited Favour and Philanthropy of Heaven ;3-he 
is very pathetical in expreſſing the aſtoniſhing Love of Jeſus, in 
undertaking the Redemption of Mankind; he hath well deci- 
her'd the excellent Nature of this Redemption and Reconciliation 
Chriſt, ſhewing how Mercy and Truth have here met together, 
and how Rzghteouſneſs and Peace :hawve kiſſed each other , hoy di- 
vins Juſtice and Goodneſs are equally diſcovered in the Satisfa- 
Etion made to God by his Son. This he hath ſhewed very plain- 
ly and demonſtratively. And his Undertaking alfo is l:udable, 
when he depreſlſeth Good Works and Hoy Duttes to far, as they are 
made Ingredients of 7uſt:fication. —_ end, he well (ets _ we 
the 
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the Weakneſs and Sinfulneſs of Mens beſt Performances, and the 
Impoſlibility rhat they ſhould fatisfie God's Juſtice, or merit any 
thing on our behalf; in ſhort, our Services and Duties are not our 
Saviours: This Book is extremely uſeful and commendable (6 
far, as it teacheth us to give Chriſt the Preeminence in all things, 
and to exalt and magnifie his Righteouſneſs, ſo far as it directs 
us to fix our Hope and Truſt only in him, fo far as it con- 
vinceth us, that all our Works, Duties, and Services, are infig- 
nificant, as tg our Juſtification before God. Belidgs, it is very 
uſeful as to this, that it often repreſents to us the free Grace of 
God, as a genutme Motive to Goſpel-Obedience : For certainly 
there is no Motive like this 5 this free and undeſerved Kindneſs 
of God towards us, is the moſt powerful Attractive to Holineſs, 
the ſtrongeſt Obligation to a religious Life , the moſt effectual 
Engine to draw us oft frqm the Commiſſion of Sin and Vice. 
This Grace of God which by ingeth Saluation, teacheth.us ta deny ungod. 
lineſs and worldly Luſts, azd to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 
preſent World, Thus far this Writer hath very laudably acquitted 
himſelf. Had he gone no farther , his Sermons would have de- 
fery'd the Applauſe of all good Men, rather than their Cenſure. 
But behold ! Whilſt he ſeems to vindicate God's Honour one 
way , he bamctuly abuſerh it in another: For his Zeal for 
Chriſt's imputed Rightepuſne6, makes him vilifie, and almoſt 
—_ an internal Righreouſne(s- of our own. Whilſt he is 
running from the Popith DoGrin of Good Works, as merito- 
rionus Cauſes and Procurers of our- Salvation, he laſherh out coo 
ar, and runs into anothey-extreme, repreſenting all our Graces 
and Duties, all our religious Exerciſes and Performances, as uſe- 
les, in order to. Salvation, agd-thereby diſcouraging-all our En- 

deayours -and Enterprizes ig. Religion;, and even ſtifling a hol 
Life. This Dodrin is the more -pernicious and fatal, becauſe 
the Author hath blended ic with ſo many wholſom things, as 
Poyſon proves the worſe when 'tis mixed with our Food and 
Drinkz for then, being. not ſenſible of ir, we greedily take ir 
down, and-conſequently ſend it with greater force into thoſe Paſ- 
ſages of our Bodies, where it will. do. us moſt harm. So it is in 
the preſent Caſe 3 the fatal Venom of theſe Opinions and| Per+ 
ſuaſions. will be the more effeCtually- tranſmitted into Perfons, 
becauſe they are embibed with other DoGrins which are ſound 
and good,. and are of indiſpenſible- Uſe in the Lives of Chriſtians, 
The confaderation. of this, and this.alons, hath prevailed with me 
to 
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to expoſe thefe RefleFroms and Animedverſions to the World , 
that you may, with Caution and Prudence, exaniin the Defor's 
Tenents, and not take down Poyſon and Food together, bur rhat 
you may carefully and wiſely diſtinguiſh between the one and 
the other, and reſolvedly avoid the former, whilſt you , with 
great eagerneſs embrace the latter. If it were a Book that were 
in the hands chiefly of che Learned, I ſhould not have concerned 
my ſelf, becauſe Men of Judgment are able to correct the Mi- 
ſtakes and Errors they meet with. But when I ſaw that the 
Book was bought up, and read, and (which is more) applauded 
by che common Readers, I chought it was time to do the World 
a kindneſs, in diſcovering the erroneous and dangerous Doctrins 
contained in theſe Sermons; and I have uſed all Plainnefs, be- 
cauſe I would be fully underſtood by thoſe for whom thete K-- 
marks are defigned. Nothing could have invited me to this Un- 
dertaking, but the unfeigned defire I had to undeceive the World. 
The Searcher of Hearts knows that I write nothing our of any 
{iniſter and baſe Principle, our of a love to find fault with other 
Mens Writings. I undertake this Task, not becauſe I delight 
ro oppoſe any Man, or becauſe I am defirous to expoſe any Man's 
Principles and Notions : Bur that which I do, is wholly from 
that Senſe which I have.of my Duty- ia chis Atair., to obviare 
the growing Evil.and Miſchief of the Doctrin of Antinomiantſm. 
I ſay nothing'out of pike or groundleſs Diſguſts, much !le(s onc 
of Harred and Il-Will; for I heatcily with. the Good and $Sal- 
vation Of thoſe wlofe Errors I dere&t : And that is the true 
Spring of this preſeat Enterprize. I do it out of mere kindnels ro 
the Souls of Men, out of Compathon to thoſe Perſons I ſee are 
ſeduced. Be nx deceived with vain Words and.empry Profeſ- 
fions and Pretences. Though the Author of theſe S-rmozs often 
artempts ro perfſaade you that he is no Axtrromian, 1.e. that he 
i5 not againſt the Law of Righteouſnefs -and- Holineſs z thar he 
is no Diſcourager of Faith and good Works, and the feveral Du- 
ties of Religion ; yet nothing is more evident than this, that he 
is a profeſled Egemy to theſe, . and uſeth all the Art he can to 
make others {o roo. Nothing is more manifelt than that he fe- 
parates Juſtification from Santiificatien, which the holy Scriptures 
always joyn together. I will, from. his own Words, ( which 1 
will truly and faithfally ſer down ) demonſtrate ro you, that 
he makes it his buſine(s, in moſt of his Diſcourſe, to flight and 
diſparage, yea, to explode and condemn - the Graces and Vir- 
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tues of the holy Spirit in Believers, all their internal and external 
Holineſs, all thoſe religious Acts which are performed, either by 
their inward or outward Man. He vilifies, he laughs ar, he 
beats down and deſtroys all theſe, as will appear from thefe 
following Particulars. 


I. Though he ſeems to be an extraordinary Admirer of the 
Grace of Faith, and advanceth ir above all others z. yet notwith- 
{tanding this, he refuſeth to give Fazth its due, and will nor 
aſcribe that to it which the bleſſed S. Paul fo often doth; that is, 
he will by no means allow of Fuftication by Faith. This is the 
firſt thing I take notice of in his Sermons. Though he cells us 
all along, that be makes ir his buſineſs to exalt Ghrift 3 yer here, 
in the very firſt place, he denies that we are juſtified by Faith 13 
Ghriſt, This ſtumbling at the Threſhold is very ominous 3 this 
faulcering in this principal and leading Point of Chriſtian Reli- 
Pion, 15 too certain a fign that he will fail in moſt of the reſt - 
Of the Truth of which you will be convinced afterwards. Ir is 
his firm and ferled Opinion, That a Man may be juſtified, yea, 
and chat he is juſtified by God, and thereby hath a Part in Chriſt, 
though he have no Farth, notwichſtanding the Apoſtle faith we are 
juſtified by Faith, That you may know his Mind the fuller in this 

Point, he expreſleth himſelf by way of Osje#:0: 

* Vol.T. Serm. 7, and Anſwer, thus *, Some may be ready to: ſay to 

page 98. me, Though God be never fo.free 1n giving Chriſt 
unto Men, yet they may never have a part in him, 

except they have hanas to take and recerve him. I anſwer perem- 
ptorily, That though Men have no Hanas to take Ghrilt, yet may 
they recerve him, 1. e, though they have o Farth, yet they may 
receive Chriſt, and have a Part in him. And again, he is ar his 
Queſtions and Anſwers *, Tow will ask (faith he), 

* Vol. I. Serm. 7. Ts not Unbelief a Bar to have a Part im Ghriſt > 

page 100. Anſwer, It is a Bar to hinder the Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt tn the Spirit, but it is not a Bar to hinder 

one from having a Part in Chriſt, Here you ſee he aflerts that 
Ghrift may be received, and that «a Man may have a Part in him, 
though he be deſticute..of Faith, Ani what is this but to be 
juſtified without Faith > For, to have a Part tn Ghrift, is to be ju- 
ſtiged by him therefore if a Man may have a Part in him with- 
out Faith, he may be juſtified without Faith 3 though this be con- 
trary to the plain deciſion of S. Pau! : He is ſenhible of this, and 
thereſore 
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therefore he is concerned, in the next place, to ſhifc off the Apo- 
ſtle, and to make void what he faith, if it be poſſible. Ie 15 
worth your obſerving what odd Fetches he hath, what ſtrange 
ſhufling he uſeth 3 or 1n plainer Terms, what pains he is at to 
wrelſt and pervert the Word of God. * Iou wil 
ſay, ( faith he ) The Apoſtle Paul ſarth 13 the 5th * v1. 11. Serm.s. 
Chapter to the Romans, that being juſtified by Pas: 325 
Faith, we hawe Peace with God : And ſince the | 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith we are juſtified by Faith , we muſt not dtſpute 
againſt it, Any Man would think ſo indeed. Bur now to an- 
ſwer this ObjeGion, and baffle S. Paul, obſerve what Courle he 
takes: Firſt, he flies to Beza upon the place, He (faith he) ren- 
ders the Words without any ſtop, thus, Being juſtified by Faith we 
hawe Teace with God, Whereas, the Engliſh Traſlators put a Gomma 
in the middle 'of the Words, thus, | Being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God) this moſt ſincere Renaerer of the Original (lo he 
calls him) doth not make any ftop from the: beginning to the end, 
and therefore the Words may as well be rendered thus, | Being juſ*t- 
fied, by Faith we, &c.] and ſo aſcribe Juſtification to Ghriſt, as 4 
thine done before, and let Faith have reference to our Peace : Bring 
juſtified by Ghrift,, by Faith we come to have Peace with God, Thus 
rhe Doctor ; Bur after this rare a Man may make fine Work of 
Scripture : If he may make Stops as he pleaſes, and that only to 
patronize his own Opinion and Conceit, he may eaſily bring the 
Text to (peak wharc he thinks fir. The Dodtor here, to make 
S. Paul ipeak for him, takes upon him to correct the Copy of the 
Greek Teſtament, and that by the Example of Bezz, who ofter- 
times pretends to mend the Text of Scripture, and is blamed 
for it by all ſober Men. Perhaps this is the only conſiderable 
ching which is faulty in that worthy Man's Aznotations: He 1s 
frequently alcering the reading of the Words, and Dr. Gr!jp, it 
ſeems, is taken with that daring and preſump:uous PraQice of 
his. But behold, when this is done, he is never the nearer to 
the effecting his Deſign; for though he thinks to evade this Tex: 
of S. Paul, yet there are others that he cannot thus mend and 
alter, as that in Rom. 3. 28. We conclude that: a man 1s juſtified by 
faith, without the deeas of the law : Galat. 2. 16. Knowing that 
a man 1s not juſttfied 6y the works of the law, but by the faith of jejus 
Chrift; and Chap. 3. 8. The Scripture fore-ſeetng that God would 
Juſtifie the heathen through faith, and v. 24. The law was our ſchaol- 
maſter, to bring us to Ghriſt, that we m2ht be juſtified by faith, In 
all 
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all theſe places there is no poſſibility of altering or inſerting an 
advantageous Gomma, or of making new Stops or Pawſes, which 
may be ſerviceable to the Cauſe. Beza cannot help him here 
neicher Gr:t:c:ſmz nor Logick will favour his Deſign. We are 
_ juſtified by Earth, or through Faith; there is no evading of it in 
theſe four places of Scripture. 

But from what he hath offered, we may ſee the miſerable 
ſhifting of the Man, and at the ſame time his groſs Forgetfulneſs 
and Incozitancy. One would think he ſhould have conſidered 
char there are other Texts of this Apoſtle, beſides that which he 
quoted, which it is impoſſible to evade by that Artifice he uſeth. 
But it appears that he was intent upon that Text alone, wiich he 
ſaw was abſolutely contradictory to his Doctrin 3 and therefore 
his only care was to ſtifle this, not thinking what would become 
of the others. This is a palpable Argument of the Doctor's 
Blindneſs and Stupidicy. Unleſs he could have dealt witch other 
Texts as he did with: this, it was in vain for. hint to thew his 
Skill in wreſting ir. He is here then juſtly ſuftered by God to 
diſcover his Weakneſs, not to ſay his Wilfulneſs and Perver(- 
neſs: Truly this his Enterprize upon this Text might be ſuftici- 
ent. to convince any Man that ke hath not only a Faculty of wre- 
ſting che holy Scriptures, but that he purpoſely gives his mind to 
it. Buc in the next place, ſuppoſing this Interpretation or Read- 
ing of the Text will not be accepted of , he hath an other way 

to. exade the Words *, We are (faich he): tor dr- 
* Page 32s. finemſh in Faith of two things; there 1s the AT it 

; ſelf of beltewing, and the Objet on which we do 
believe, and ſo the Words may be underfiood thus, Being juſtified by 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith, or by the Righteouſneſs of Ghrift, which 
we ad believe, we hawe Peace with God, and fo aſcribe our Juſti- 
fication to the Obje& of our beliewing the Righteouſneſs of Ghraft, and 
rot to the AFR of believing, 'Thus he thinks to get oft with this 
Difin#ion of the 4# and the Otjet, which might be made uſe 
of, perhaps, in ſome other place where Farth is mentioned 3 bur 
here it is of no uſe at all, but is wholly brought by him to 
pervert a plain and manifeſt Text of Scripture: Which I prove 
thus, If this D:frn#10n be to be made ule of here, then it is to 
be uſed likewiſe in thoſe places where. we have the very lame 
Words; for doubtleſs, to be juſrfied by Earth, hath the ſame Senſe 
and Meaning in one place of S. Paul's Epiſtles that it hath in ano- 
ther ; otherwiſe we could not tell what the Apoſtle's Meaning is, 

| we 
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we could not tell what to make uſe of this Point which is now 1a 
Controverſie: Nothing could be decided about it, and we (hould 
be wholly left in the dark. We muſt grant this then, that when 
in divers places he ſaith We are juſtified by Faith, his Meaning 1s 
the ſame in all ; and if fo, then we cant't apply the foreſaid D:- 
ftin#1on here, becaule it can't be applied in the other placesz as 
in Gal. 3, 24, The law was our jchool-maſter to bring us unto Ghriſt, 
that we mi > be juſtified by Faith: Where you ſee the AF and Os- 
je# are diſtinguiſhed, and made two different things; and there- 
fore one is not put here for the other, as this Writer imagins. 
: Thelaw, ſaith the Apoſtle, brings us to Chriſt, or to his r1ghteouſneſs, 
( which is the ſame thing ) that we mrght be juſtified by fatth, by 
our believing in Chriſt, and apprehending his Righteouſneſs. The 
Apoſtle's making here this plain difference between Chrif and 
Faith, between the Osje# of Faith and the 4#:ing or Exerting of 
Faith, may convince any rational Man, that the A# of Faith is 
not to be confounded with the Os&je# of it, and conſequently that 
we are juſtified by our Faith, as it is an Inſtramene whereby 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is apprehended and applied : Therefore 
though it be owr Faith, it is called in one of thoſe fore-mentioned 
places, the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, i.e, that Faith whereby we believe 
in and receive Chriſt : Whence further it is evident, that the A# 
of Believing is not put here for the O4je# of it; but is really and 
truly diſtinct from ir, which is a Confutation of the Do@or's Af 
ſertion, and proves, that he hath not anſwered that Text, Being 
Juſtificd by faith, we hawe peace with God. 

But it this Diſtintion will not ſerve the turn, he hath an other, 
which is this *, There is a dauble Fuſtification 11 
Heaven, and in a Man's Conſcience or Spirit, * Pag. 325, 325. 
Tuftification 1n Heawen 1s God's Aft alone, but that 
in the Gonſctences of Men #s the Manifeftation of the Af of God t9 
Mens own Spirits, But doth not every un-byafſed Mind perceive 
that this is a mere Colluſion? For, *ctis moſt apparent, that the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks nor of any Manifeftation of God's 4 of juſtifying, 
but of ſomething done by us, W* being juſtified by our Faith, haw? 
thereby Peace with God, Faith here is ſome Act of ours, becauſe (as 
I have faid) to be juſtified by Farth, is to be underſtood here as ic 
is underſtood in other places of this Apoſtle; for it is certain he 
doth not vary from himſelf, eſpecially io ſo great a Point as this 
is : Now you may obſerve, that in the fore-goirg Texts, Faith * 
is generally oppos'd toWorks. The Apoſtle coacludss, that a man 

is 
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# juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law ; and again, he de- 
rermins, that 4 Man is not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, And this is the Antitheſis which the 
Apoſtle makes throughout his Epiſtles to the Romanzs and Gala- 
tians: He conſtantly oppoſeth Faith tro Works in Juſtification, 
that is, an Act of ours to ſome others of our own not an Ac of 
ours to one of God's, as this Author would have us think. The 
Oppoſition which you may obſerve in S. Paul's Writings of Fasth 
to Works, is ſufficient to perſuade you, thac it is but a Dream of 
the Doctor, that to be juſtified by Faith, is to have in our Spirics 
the Manifeſtation of God's Juſtification. This hath no relation at 
all ro what the Apoſtle ſo often ſich; but the plain and clear 
defign of this inſpird Writer, is to ſhew , that Works have no- 
thing to do in Juſtification, and conſequently, that Faith ir ſelf, 
confider'd barely as an A& or Work, is excluded from Juſtitica- 
tion 3 bur that Faith, as it is an Inſtrument or Hand wherewith we 
receive and lay hold on Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, is made uſe 
of in Juſtification, This is the true and only means of being juſt:- 
fied by Faith, according to the Sentiments of the generality of thoſe 
for whom theſe Papers are chiefly de{ign'd : For 'tis well known 
who are the Perſons among whom the Atinomun Controverſte is 
agitated at this day. Therefore I ſay this here once for all, Thar 
I take it for granted by thoſe Perſons, that this 1s the right Notion 
of Juſtification, and that the Apoſtle's Words are to be underſtcod 
thus. But our Author ſtifly oppoſes it, and you have heard with 
what {light Weapons he doth ir. We are juſtified by faith, faith the 
infallible Apoſtle ; and he repeats it over and over again, meaning 
it in the plain and obvious Senſe of the Words. We are nor juſtified 
- by Faith, (faith D.Griſp ; for * Ghrift (ſaith he) doth 
. 4 I. Serm. 6 juſtifie a Perſon before he believes; for he that believes, 
"i 7k FA # juſtified before he believes; and in another place 
of iT, Serm.7. } © « , : 
p42. 596. he faith, hatever the Scripture ſpeaks concerning 
Faith juſtifying, 1t muſt of neceſſity be underſtood 06- 
jeaively or declaratively that is, in ſhort, Faith is no Inſtrument in 
ſuſtification. All his crafty Fetches and Diſtin&ions, all his Are 
and Sophiſtrv tend to this, iz. To explode that known and fa- 
mous Docrin of the Reformed Divines, Juſtification by Faith. You 
ſee what a do he makes. rather than, he will ſay Faith is ſome 
way made uſe of in Juſtification, rather than he will acknowledg, 
that Faith is an Inſtrument whereby we a pprehend Chriſt and his 
Merits to the Juſtification of our Perſons; nay, rather than —- 
Wi 


Refletions on Dr. Criſp's Sermons. 4 


will own the expreſs Words of S. Paul, and thoſe five or fix 
times repeated. Yea, you may obſerve, that he wilfully leaves 
this Clauſe out when he cites the Text. He had occalion to 
quote it twice * he omies thoſe Words [hy Fatth] 

as if it were no part of Scripture; or as if the *roLIT. Serm.14. 
Apoſtle had inſerted ſomething which was need- 74: 44%: 

leſs and ſuperfluous, and therefore might be omit- 

red. Mark (which is his uſual Word, and there is reaſon now for 
z» to uſe it); Mark, I (:y, that if any thing in the Bible be againſt 
his Notion, it muſt be left out, it is no Scripture with him ; and 
yet this is the Man that fo often tells his Auditors, That he founds 
all his Do&trin on the revealed Will of God, and bids them not re- 
Ceive any thing from him, unleſs it carries Evidence with it from 
Scripture. Here you (ee is Scripture, plain Scripture, and that of- 
ten repeated in the lame Words; and yer this Man is ſo far from 
embracing it himſelf, or perſuading others to receive it, that he 
laboriouſly attempts to diſprove it, and render it null and void. 

I earneſtly requeſt and befeech all thoſe who peruſe this Author's 
Writings, that they would ſeriouſly think of this, and guide them- 
ſelves accordingly. They deal with a Man that makes the Ward of 
God of no effe# (as the Phariſees of old did.) by his corrupt Glol- 
ſes. They are concerned therefore to read with great caution, leſt 
they, after his Example, run iato a Contempt of Holy Scriptare, 
and ſec themſelves againſt the clear Diſcoveries of ir. Let them 
be warned by the Failings of this Perſon, and never be fo hardy 
and prelumptuous, as to trample upon the Word of God, and to 
{tudv how they may baffle the received Truths 
contained in it *. Be it known unto you, men and * 4fts 13. 38. 
brethren, ſaith the Apoſtle, that through this man 
(even God-Man, Chriſt Jeſus) 1s preached unto you the forgrveneſs 
of ſins ;, and by him, all that believe are juſtified from all things from 
which they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. And the fame 
Apoſtle, concerning himſelf and his Fellow-Chriſtians and Con- 
verts, faith, Even we hawe believed in Jeſus Chriſt, that we might 
be juſtified by the faith of Ghriſt, Gal. 2. 16, I ask, ls this Scripture, 
or not! You will be loth to {ay the latter; therefore, if you hold 
it to be Scripture, you cannot deny theſe two Truths ( which are 
ſo ſtrenuouſly contradicted by this Writer) #12. That Juſtification 
is not ſeparated from Faith 3 for the Apoſtle declares, That al! that 
believe are juſtified by Ghrift, and that he and others did believe tu Je- 
ſus Ghrift, that they might be juſtified. _— it 15 ucceniably Evi- 
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dent, that Beliewing goeth along with Juf+/ying. No man can be- 
juſtified that doth not at the ſame time believe. This is an unan- 
ſwerable place of Scripture; this Text alone is enough to ſilence 
and confound the Do&tor. And the ſecond Truth which is buile on 
theſe Texts is this, That we are juſtified by Faich : For this is ne- 
ceſlarily included in the former place, where the Apoſtle acquaints 
us, Thar all that believe are juſtified, and 'tis more than included in 
the latrer Words, where 'tis plainly exprefled, that we are juf:- 
fied by the Faith of Chriſt. +. e. as the preceding Clauſe exphans it, 
by the beltewving in Feſus Chriſt, And if we are juſtifted by Faith, 
then there isno Juſtification without itz for if we may be juſtified 
without it, why doth the bleſſed Apoſtle fo often tell us, that we 
are juſtified by ic? Or, are we juſtifted by ir, and not by it? z.e. Are 
we ſometimes jaſtified by ir, and ſometimes not > No Man of Senſe 
can imagin the Apoſtle meant any ſuch thing, becTuſe he fo often 
mcalcates this, that we are juſtified by Faith. But if a Man could ima- 
gin any ſuch thing, yet the Doctor will not admic of this 3 he ſtands 
ro this general and indefinite Propoſition, which you ofcen find in 
his Sermons, that Ghrift doth juſtifie a: Perſon before he belteveth. If 
he be jaſtified before he believes, then he is not juſtified by Faith z 
that is a plain caſe. But who ſees nor that it is a flat contradicting 
S. Paul ? This may ſuffice, I conceive, for the proof of the firit 
thing 1 undertook, viz. That Dr. Grp difparages the principal 
Grace of Chriſtians, and robs it of that Honour which God and 
the holy Scripture had confer'd upon it, namely, that it ſhould be 
inſtrumental in our Juſtification. Here you ſee is a very bad be- 
ginning 3 the firſt thing we obſerve in him is no leſs than a plain 
and peremptory denying of the Apoſtle's Dofrin of 7ufsfication 
by Fait', which is held by all the orthodox Chriſtians in the World. 
This Man, who condemns other Profeflors as Paprfs (as you ſhall 
hear afterwards) and looks upon himſelf as a Proteftant of the firſt 
rate, renounceth that Article of gan, which thofe who eſteem 
themfelves the moſt reformed of the 'Proteftants, embrace as a main 
Criterion of Proteſtantifm and ſound Belief. And withal, he opens 
2 Gap to all Preſumption and Liceatiouſneſ6; for if a Man may be 
juſtifred, and yet have'no' Faith, then Unbelievers and unregene- 
rate Perſons are'in as good a condition (for there is no better chan 
that of being jaſtified) as thoſe chat believe and are born again. 
If Juſtification and Faith be ſeparated 3 if at the ſame time that a 
Man is juſtified , he is an Unbeliever , then we need not be con- 
cerned whether we haye Faith, or any other Virtue and Grace ol 
[4 
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the holy Spirit: Which ſhews the abſolute Tendency of this Do- 
&rio to Lycentiouſneſs, which yet the. Door, and other Antino- 
mians, confidently deny. 


II. This Writer aſſerts and defends that DoQrin, which is the 
Bane of all godly Fear and Dread, of all Suſptcion of our ſelves, of 
ſrerritual Watchfulneſs, and a wary and cautious Behaviour 5 which yer 
are Graces and Duties much commended in holy Scripture, and 
greatly praiſed by the Servants of God. Yea, according to this 
Author, there is no ſuch thing as Fear in Chriſtianity. Al! the buſt 
neſs is done to our hands, he ſaith, He holds ( as you have heard ) 
that « Man may be juſtified by God without Faith, and conſequently 
that Santification ( of which Faith is 2 part ) may be ſeparated 
from Juſtification 3 therefore an unſanCtified ſtate is as good and 
ſafe as a ſanRified one; for a Perſon may be juſtified and accepted 
of God, and have a part and Intereſt in him though he be unſanRti- 
fied. And hence it follows, that whether a Man hath Faith or not, 
whether he be regenerate and ſanified or not, it is all onez the 
Perſon is as ſafe and ſecure in one condition as in the otherz and 
therefore it is Folly to entertain any Fear or Diſtraſt. Many good 
Chriſtians, as we think, yea, and as the holy Spirit of God, in the 
Scriptures, ngt only thinks but openly declares, are wont to ſuſpect 
themſelves, and tobe afraid of Dangers that encompaſs them, and 
to think their ſpiritual Condition is 1n ſome hazard ; bur. this bold 
and fearleſs Man laughs at ſuch filly Creatures as theſe, and looks 
upon them as very ſorry Chriſtians, nay, nordeſerying the Name 
of Chrifran. He merrily brings in ſuch a one com- 
plaining thus *, I hawe negleFed the day of my Viſi- * L110. Serm. s. 
tation ; I had once the Opportunity, the Preſence of 1% 345+ 
the Spirit of God: Alas! My fear is, that that was 
' the day of God's Grate to me, but I have let it flip, and now there « 
#0 more hope left for me: Which Words (as you'll find) he ſpeaks 
in way of Mockery : And in ſeveral other places you will find him 
deriding ſuch whining timerous Ghriſtians as thete, repreſenting 
th2m as Perſons of ſhallow Underſtandings; 'and of a Temper nor 
becoming the Goſpel, Burt let us hear what the infallibe Scripture 
of Truch faith, Happy 1s. the man that feareth always, Prov. 28. 14. 
Thrice h3ppy is he who guards and ſecures himſelf (as muchas in 
him lietch)) by this pious Fear in his Breſt- Bappy is he thar hath 
this bleſſed Inmate therez by which he is ſtirred up ro a conſtant 
Vigilancy, and taking heed to his ways: But by the Principles ot 
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Antinomianiſm, which are thoſe of our preſent Author, all Watch- 
fulneſs, as well as all Fear, is taken away 3 for if there may be 7«- 
{tification without Farth and San#ification, ( which the Doftor main- 
cains) then there is no need of examining whether we have Faith 
and other Graces of the Spirit z we need not be follicitous and care- 
ful in this matter; we may calt away all Fear and Suſpicion, and 
give over watching. Where there is no Danger, 'tis a vain and 
unneceſlary thing to watch. Being juſtified we have Peace, and *cis 
not material whether we are ſanctified or no. Accordingly, you 
never hear the Door call upon his Auditors to watch, which was 
the Advice that our Saviour ſo often tender'd to his Dilciples. 
You never hear him inculcate S. Pau!'s Counſel, Watch and ftand 
faſt, i Gor.16.13. He never drops any ſuch holy Caution as this in his 
Sermons, Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. Who can 
find in his Writings any thing like that Advice of the Apoſtle ? 
Work out your own ſalvation with fear and trembling, Phil. 2. 12. 
Not once doth he leave among his Hearers ſuch a ſeaſonable Word 
as that, Let us fear, left a promiſe being left us of entriag into h1s reſt, 
any of you ſhould ſeem to come (hort of zt, Heb. 4.1. He never ulcs 
them to ſuch Language as that, Be zot high-minded, but fear, 
Rom. 11.20. He never is the Man who faith any thing that comes 
near to the Apoſtles Caveat, Let his that thinketh he ftanaeth, take 
heed left he fall, 1 Cor. 10.12. No ſuch Exhorration comes from 
him, as that of S. Peter, Paſs the time of your ſojourning here 11 fear, 
1 Per, 1. 17, Such wary dealing as this our Author deſpiſeth z for 
his Principles (which I have before mentioned) bid them baniſh 
all Fear of Danger, and be confident of the Goodneſs of their 
Condition, and reſt ſatisfied wichout either Suſpicion or Vigilan- 
cy; for theſe are perfetly uſeleſs (according to him) when a Man 
is once in Chriſt, and hath a part in the free Grace of God. 
And as this Man hath, and muſt needs have zo fearful appreher- 
frons of his State, (0, according to him, there is 20 fear of God in 
ſuch a Perſon; for he holds (as you ſhall hear afterwards) that God 
is not d.jpleaſed , 1s not angry with a juſtified Perſon , but takes all 
things well at his hands, even when he commits the moſt abomi- 
nable and notorious Sins. Indeed, if this be true, the Man hath 
no reaſon at ali to be afraid of God; becauſe, if God be pleaſed 
with him, he hath no ground of Fear. Is it not irrational to be 
afraid of him who takesevery thing (yea, the moſt heinous Enor- 
mucies) in good part ? And this God always doth, and therefore he 
is 
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is not the Obje& of our Fear. You cannot bur ſee that this is the 
natural and genuine Conſequence of this Doctrin, it deſtroys all Fear 
of Goa, It is impoſhble any Man ſhould cheriſh this in his Hearr, 
or fo much as find it there when he is throughly perſuaded that God 
cannot be offended with him, though he commits never lo great a Sin, 
and continues a long time in the practice of ir. How can he be 
afraid to diſpleaſe and anger God , when he firmly believes and 
maintains that he never is difpleaſed or angry wich him. and never 
can be? There is no poſhibilicy, I (ay, of tuch a Man's entertaining 
any ſuch thing as the Fear of God in his Soul. And yethow excel- 
lent and neceſlzry a Grace this is, we may learn from a'moſt innu- 
merable places of Scripture, both ia the O'd and New Teſtament, 
where we are commanded and exhorted to practiſe this Virtue, 
where ir is urged upon us with great earneſtnels, and where we 
find this divine Grace commended and extoll'd. Fear the Lord, ye 
his Saints, P(al. 34. 9. faith the holy Pfalmiſtz from whence vou 
may gueſs what Saznts the Door ſets up in his Sezmons, Sarrts 
that have no. Fear of God before their Eyes, Saizts that never have 
any Apprehenfions of the divine Diſpleaſure , Saznts that never 
tremble at his Judgments, Saznts that are careleſs and heedle(s, and 
fay, God cannot be diſpleaſed, no, though they live in tlie great- 
eſt Exceſs of Riot, and commit Sins of the moſt heinous and fla- 

ic10us nature. Again, the Plalmiſt deſcribes God by this Epicher, 

e that ought to be feared, Pſal. 76. 11, But the Doctor's Diſciples 
are taught on the contrary, by his Principles, that God ought not to 
be feared ;, there is nothing in him, and nothing that he doth which 
calls for that Paſſion. The ſame Royal Prophet aſfures us, that 
God takheth pleaſure in them that fear him, Pſal. 147. 11. But this 
Writer is quite of another ſtrain, and would perſuade us,. that this 
Fear is diſpleaſing to God, ir being no Duty that he requires of us. 
The Royal Preacher hath acquainted us, that the fear of the Lord ts 
the beginning ( or, as it may be render'd, the Head) of wiſdom, 
Prov. 1. 7. that is, it is the principal part of ic, the main thing 
that conſtitutes divine and heavenly Wiſdom. But this. Preacher 
repreſents the Fear of God as a fooliſh thing, as a vain and uſeleſs. 
Exertment of the Soul, as an Operation of the Mind very unwor- 
thy of a Chriſtian Man. And in the Evangelical Writings, as well 
as thoſe of the Old Teſtament, rhis excellent Grace is commended: 
to us, I will fore-warn you whom you ſhall fear, Czith our Saviour, 
Fear him, who, after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into hell: yea, 
1 fay unto you, fear him, Luke 12, 5, He ſpeaks to his Diſciples, as 
YOU: 


14 Criſpianiſm Unmask'd; or, 
you may ſee, wv.1. And beſides, you may. partly know he ſpeaks 
ro theſe, becauſe he calls them his Friends, v. 4, His very Friends 
muſt fear him; which is. quite contrary to the Doctrin of this Wri- 
ter. We are taught by the great Apoſtle S. Paul, that we ought 
to ſerve God with reverence and godly fear, for our God ts a conſuming 
fire, Heb. 12. 28, 2g. Obſerve it, Our God, faith the Apoſtle, 
though he be our God, though we have a Portion in him, and 
conſequently though we are Elect and Believers, yet he is a cor- 
ſuming firs, and he muſt be feared. It is true, all Fear that ex- 
cludes Faith and Reliance on God ; all Fear that is diſingenuous 
and laviſh; all Fear that ſhuts out a Principle of Love, is unlaw- 
tul, and therefore forbidden, which is the meaning of our ſerving 
him without Fear, Luke 1. 74. But there is a godly Fear which is 
conſiſtent with Faith and Love, and is not ſervile but filial; ir is a 
Fear of God's Majeſty, a Fear of his Judgments, a Fear co offend 
him; and this is an inſeparable Qualification of all Believers and 
holy Men, and one of the greateſt Advancers of Piety and Righ- 
teouſneſs that the Goſpel commends to us3 and that is the reaſon 
why it is both in the Old and New Teſtament a Word for all 
Religion and Holineſs- The Fear of God imports untverſal San- 
tity, One that fears God in Scripture-ſtile, is one that is a wery 
religious and holy Perſon, How deſtructive then to Holinefs are 
ſome of the Dotcr's Sermons, wherein the true Fear and Awe of 
God, 7. e. a fearing to diſpleaſe him, and a trembling at bis Wrath 
and judgments, are utterly overthrown? For they muſt needs be 
ſo, when a Bel:ewver (as he often aſſerts, and therefore 'cis needles 
to fer down the Pages here) cannot prfibly diſpleaſe and offend God ; 
and when. there are no ſuch things as) Zudgwzents and Puniſhments ty 
be feared by- bim. Let any impartial Man judge , whether this 
doth: not deſtroy that goaly Fear which the holy Scripture recom- 
mends to us, : and which the Saints of God have endeavour'd to che- 
rich in their Breaſts, and conſequently whether this be not a greac 
hindrance to Religion and a holy Life, and promote a Spirits of Se- 
curity and Stupidity in a word, whether it may fot be gathered 
from the train of his Diſcourſes, that his deſign is to render Men 
void of Fear and Care, as to any thing that concerns their Salva- 
tion. And js it fitting then that thele Serwors ſhould be ia the 
hands of good Ghrift:ans? Is this Doctrin ſuitable to the Profeſlors 
of the Goſpel? Will not ſuch Diſcourſes be very pernicious to 
Chriſtianity ? 
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III. He that hath imbib'd the Principles and Doctrin of this Au- 
thor caxnot pray- This ſo much celebrated Duty of Chriſtianity 
muſt of neceſlity ceaſe, according to his Notions of things , yea, 
according to his own plain and expreſs Words, 
which are theſe *, When People pray for any Grace, * Vol ll. Serm. g. 
all their Prayer 1s, That God would manifeſt and make 0. 379. 
them perceive that God hath given them that Grace, 
that he hath done that thing for them in ſpecial ;, ſo that all our Prayers 
begets (beget it ſhould be.) zo new thing of God that he hath not done 
before , only the Lord ts pleaſed when People do pray to him according 
to his .omwn mind, to meet with them in that Ordinance, and then to 
manifeſt to them what ſecretly he hath done before for them, If any 
Man' believes this, it is impoſlible he ſhould give himſelf to Prayer, 
and be frequent and ardent in his Addreſſes ro Heaven : For what 
ſhould ke pray for, when there is no obtaining any good at all by 
it 2 As for Example, 'tis in vain'to- pray for-the Converſion of him- 
ſelf, or any other, or to peticion for Faith or Humilicy, or any 
other ſpiritual: good thing ; for Prayer comes too late here, all is 
done already. Theſe things are not to be had by Prayer, yea, they 
are always had without them 3 therefore Prayer is of no ettect here, 
Here is only ſome Manifeftation of what is paſt and done, but there 
is no obtaining any preſent Bleffing, nor any hopes of getting any 
thing for the future. This is his avouched Doctrin, and he ex- 
plains it more particularly in his Anſwer to an Objection raiſed from 
that Petition in che Lord's Prayer, Forgeve us, 8c. Chriſt bids us 
here pray for Fergiweneſs of Sixs; therefore, ir ſeems (as one 
would think) to be a well-grounded Aflertion, that Prayer is one 
means of attaining, by the divine Bleffing, the Remifhion of our 
Sins; and alfo that God- is pleaſed to beſtow upon us ſome new 
Favours and Bleſfings, when we earneſtly beg them of him, that 
he will vouchſafe us ſome Grace or Benefit which we were nor 
Poſleflors of before, as namely, this of Forgeweneſ; of our Treſpaſ- 
ſes. But hear his Anſwer *, To. pray for the For- 
grveneſs of Sins, is no more, but to pray that God *Vol.1I. Serm.g. 
would manifeſt to us, that he hath forgrven our Sins, p4: 359- 
and that 1t may clear to us that God hath forgiven our 
Sins. This is after his ufual way of evading plain Texts of Scri- 
pture 3 and if he takes this courſe, he may make what he will 
* of the Bible. ButlI ask this, Is there any reaſon why this Peti- 
tion thould be interpreted, in a manner, cifferent from all ihe ſh 
W{UCH 
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which you cannot but acknowledg are dire& Addreſſes for pre- 
fear or future Mercies, and not for the Manifeſtation of paſt ones ? 
We do not pray that God would make it mzanifeft te us that hu 
Dame tis hallowed, and that his Kingdom 1s come, 8c, but we dire- 
Qtiy pray for the things themſelves, as they are things that are now 
ro be grantzd to us : And why then ſhould we not underſtand this 
Peri.1on that Forgrweneſs of Sis in the ſame way ? Again, I ask this, 
Is it not clear of Foretving of Sins, and the Manjeſtation of that 
Forgizrne, are two things? And if they be, then 'tis impertinenc 
and irrational to put one for the other. Moreover, that the for- 
mer of theſe, v1z, AFual Forgiveneſs of Sins is ſpoken of here, 
may be concluded from the Words following in this Petition, 4s 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſ® ww. We are obliged to for- 
give other Mens Treſpaſles againit us, and that actually : This is 
an indiſpenſible Duty incumbent on us, and is a thing really dif- 
ferent from the xzanifeſting of itz for ſometimes there may be an 
entire forgiving of our Brother's Offences, when there is no occa- 
fion ro make it open and manifeſt. So then, as Forgrweneſs of Treſ- 
paſſes is underſtood in this latter Clauſe, in the like manner it muſt 
be in the former, and conſequently a down-right anal Pardon of 
Sins is there meant , and we pray that God would graciouſly 
vouchſafe this unto us, and give us a preſent Diſcharge from the 
Guilt of all our Tranſgrefſions. This is no other than that grand 
Privilege which is the Subject of one of the Articles of our Greed, 
We believe the forgiveneſs of Sins, we believe that God will con- 
fer this ſingular Bleſſing upon us, for the ſake of his Son Feſus, by 
whoſe Merir alone it was procured, and therefore we pray for it, 
aS Our Saviour here enjoyneth us. We pray that God would per- 
form his gracious Promiſe of Remiſſion of Sins, that he wou!d 
make good his Decree and his Word to us concerning it. And 
he certainly will, if we pray in Faith, and perſevere in it; for it is 
one of the Characters and Attribures of God given him by the 
Pſalmiſt, He that heareth Prayer, Pſal. 65. 2. This is ſufficient En- 
couragement to us to call upon God, and to implore his Mercy and 
Favour. Whence you may take notice of the Impzety of thoſe 
Aſlertions before ſer down; which, if any Perſon fully embraceti 
and maintaineth , he can have no Encouragement to pur up his 
Petitions tv Gods for he holds that God cannot hear and an- 
{xer him, #. e. do according to what he defireth, becauſe all that 
it is poſſible for God to grant, is granted already 3 he hath done 
all long before, and there is nothing to be done now. To what 
purpoſe then doth any Man pray ? After 
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Aﬀeer he had ſtarted this ObjeRtion *, You wil 
ſay, the Servants of God are heard when they prays * Vol. Serm.g. 
he returns this Anſwer, 1 ſay, Ghrift is only heard P*: 369- 
when he prays. What do you think of this Do- 
Erin > Doth this Man deſign to encourage Prayer? Or do you 
think he remembers his own Words in another place, which are 
theſe *, If any Man can produce one Scripture againſt 
what I hawe ſaid; if any Man can ſkew th all the * Vol". Serm.3. 
Book of God, that it is any otherwiſe than I hae 4: 55+ 
delivered, for my part I ſhall be of another mind, and 
willingly recant my Optzcon, Then he muſt recants there is no 
helping of it, unlets he will blot theſe Texts our of the Bible, 
Pſal. 34- 17. The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth. Pal. 50. 15. 
Call upon me tn the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, The deliver- 
ing is promiſed upoi calling on God, and the delivering was grant- 
ed upon hearing that c.iling: So that ir is plain, that the Serwazts 


Agiin, F{:i,6.,.33 The Lord heareth the poor. Plal 145.18, 19, 
The Lord is 11gh unto all then: that call upon him, to all that call upon 
him *# truth, He will fulfil the defire of them that fear him: He 
alſo 1/1 hear their cry, and will ſave them, Prov. 15. 29. The Lord 
hearth the prayer of the righteous. Here is not only one Scripture pro- 
duced againſt him, but many 3 yea, and many more might be added 
of the fame import, - which flatly contradicts what he hath deli- 
vered, Dr. Gr:ſp faith, Ghriſt is only heard when he prays; but the 
Word of God faith the quite contrary, afluring us, that-others are 
heard when they pray. 1he reſult then is, whether we oaght to be- 
lieve this Do&tor or the Bible? We can ſiew 1n the Book of God, 
that * Moſes was heard when he prayed, that 
+ Joſuah was heard , that || Samuel was heard, *£*24-32-1114- 
that *.* Elias, Tehoſophat, Hezekiah, Jonah, and T Jv 1512413» 
others were heard when they prayed ro God, '+ 
In the New Teſtament we could inſtance in n 
*.S. Paul, and others, and God heareth all the - 1 Bing. 37. 1: 
Saints when they cry unto himz and how then is _— OO uu 
Chrift only heard when he prays ? If he faith, TGiah 33. 15, 37. 
Chriſt only was heard for his own Merits, but Fon. 2. 1, 10. 
we are heard for hisz this is that which we all * 2 Cor. 12.8. 
rant, and no Proteſtant ever denied it, and there- 
ore that cannot be his meaning: Burt we may guels his deſign 
was to diſparage and vilifie Prayer, as he doth all other Duties 
of Religion. He lets us know that Prayer is nothing worth; 
D Prayer 


{| 1 Sam. 7. 9. 
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Prayer can do us no goodz and how indeed can it, when it-is 
not heard; according to him ? Yea, all our Prayers: bring down 2 
Curſe rather —_e eng Judge. now, whether this-ftrain of 
Preaching doth not ſtifle all Prayzng both for our ſelves and others. 
Pray we never. ſo. earneſtly, we can bring no Advantage to our 
ſelvesz and we can do our Brethren, our Neighbours, our KinCſ- 
folks, our Friends no good at all by. praying for them; for all the 
good that God intended them is done them already 3 therefore 
we had betrer fic ſtill,, and not loſe our Labour. What think ye 
now of theſe Sermons which are lately diſperſed up and down the 
Nation ? Is ſuch Preaching orthodox that damps all Praying; that 
is, all Petitioning at the Throne of Grace (for, as for Thanking 
of God, which, according to him, they are capable of doing, it 
is Praiſeng rather than Praying)? It Mens Minds be thus corrupted 
and debauched by falſe Notions in Religion, what may we ex- 
pect will be the reſulc of ic? Are we not like to have a good 
Generation of Men, that are taught not to pray, or have Argu- 
ments put into their Minds why they ſhould not? 


IV. The Dodrin contained in theſe Sermons ſtrikes at all goa!y 
Sorrow, Contritton, Humiliation, Gonfeſſion, and Lamenting of 511, 
and Repenting of -15, and renders them uſeleſs and infignificant in 
the Life of a Chriſtian. Bur on the contrary, it is cereain thar 
theſe are of great uſe in Chriſtianity z for they were defign'd by 
Heaven to be Inſtrumental towards the kindly ſoftning of Mens 
Hearts, by the eff<tual Grace of the holy Spirit accompanying 
chem, to prepare the way of: the Lord, to be ſubordinate Means 
whereby Sitners ſhould be fitted for the reception of: Grace and 
Mercy. For it is God's Pleaſure and Appointment, that theſe 
ſhouid eicher be the Fore-runners or Concomitants of divine and 
faving Grace: More eſpecially in times of great Danger and Ca- 
lamity they are found tro be Means of diverting the Wrath of 
God, and of deriving Bleſſhngs on a Nation. When God's Judg- 
ments are abroad in the Earth, and his Hand is lifted up in a 

more ſevere way than ordinarily, againſt a Peo- 

* Iſa. 22. 12, nle, then * the Lord calls to weeping and to mourns 
:ng in a more ſignal manner : And ſhall we nor 

obey his Call ? Shall we not bumble our ſelves before the Lord, 
and lie in the Duſt, and with faſting and weeping, and the deep-. 
e{t remorſe of Soul, bewail our manifold Tranſgrefſions, and moſt 
earneſtly intercede with God in behalf of our ſelves and the Com- 
munity? When our Hearts are loaded with our Iniquicies, ſhall 
we 
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we not unburthen them before the Lord? - Shall we not, as it 
were, evaporate onr Sins by mournful Sighs and Groans? Shall 
we not waſh them away with penitential Tears? Shall we nor eaſe 
our throbbing Hearts > Shall we not pacifie our diſquiet Minds, 
by caſting out that filthy load of Sin which lies upon them, w1z, 
by'a hearty Confeſſion and Acknowledgment of all our finfal Do- 
ings, and by a ſincere renonncing of them? And the greater our 
Sins have been, the greater ought our Sorrow and Repentance 
to be; the more heinous our Tranſgrefſions have been, the more 
remarkable Tokens ought we to (ſhew of cur abhorring of them. 
This certainly will not be denied by any Perſon that underſtands 
his Duty aright, and is acquainted with the holy Scriptures, which 
preſcribe his Duty. Yet hear what our Author 
faith *, Mſually it is tanght among 16, by thoſe wha * Vol. Il. Serm.5, 
would be accounted the greateſs Proteſtants, and the P48* 317+ 
greateſt Haters of Popery, that the proportion of Re- 
pentance, and Tears, and Sorrow, and Fafings; 1 ſay, the proportion 
of theſe anſwerable to the Latitude and Height of ſuch Tranſereſſions x 
this 1s that which gives eaſe, this takes away the Burthen, this lays 
the Soul at reſt, and quiets it, Thus he makes Tears and Faſting, 
Sorrow and Repentance, Matter of his Deri/ioz. - Theſe are thought 
to be fine things, ſaith he, by ſome Profeſſors, theſe are their ſweet 
Lilliabres, thete they think will quiet their childiſh Souls, and.lay 
them aſleep. If they can bur fob- and frgh, faſt and weep, and re- 
pent of their Sins, they conclude they have done great Fears : But 
I muſt tell chem, (airh he, this ſmells rank of Popery, though they 
noe be thought, forſooth, to be the ——_ Abhorrers of ir: 
Obſerve it, all are Papsfs that are not Antrmomians. Bur he goes 
on in his ſcoffing Vein, by way of Objection, - 
thus *, God cannot but melt, will ſome ſay, to ſee * Vol 11. Serm, 6. 
the Tears of his People, and the bitterneſs of their F4s* 31 5+ 
Spirits; and their crying, and their Earneſtneſs, and 
thetr Sorrows canot tmit prevail with him to have Gompaſſion on theme, 
To which he replies in theſe Words, I know this 15 the general 
Gonceit of too many in the World © But, belowed, let me tell you, there 
is nothing in all Greatures in the World that hath the leaſt prevalency 
with the Lord, let them do what they-can, All ouwr Prayers, all our 
Tears, all our Faftings, all our Mourntings, all our Reluftancy and 
Fighting againſt our Gorruptions, they moe God not a jot to lay our 
Sins apon Chriſt. This laſt Clanſe is a wild Fancy of his own, 
which he often repeats, as if it were faid by ſome fort of ſober 
Men, that our Duties and Performarc = cauſe God to lay our Sins 
2 upon 
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upon Ghrift, Here he wilfully miſrepreſents thoſe who, he ſaith, 
would be accounted the greateſt Proteſtants, for no ſuch thing was 
ever ſaid by them, therefore he leaves this out at ſome other 
times, and abſolutely faith, theſe foreſaid Performances of holy 
Men move God zot 4 jot. He goes on thus, I ak, I there any Good 
or Evil in any thing which Men do > Which is a very ſtrange Que- 
ſtion, and ſuch as no conſiderate Man would ſtart ; for moral and 
religious Actions of that high nature, were ever concluded to be 
either good or evil There is not a Man of any tolerable Senſe, 
that doubteth of this: And he himſelf, almoſt with the ſame 
breath (for 'tis but three Lines after) expreſly voucheth, tizat theſe 
Performances are ET, This Man, who had ſaid, Hs there any 
Good or Emil in any thing Men ao > Preſently 

* Pag. 320. 2dds this *, No Man can deny, tut there i5 abun. 

elance of Iniquity in the beſt Performances, But 

they are neither good nor evil , he faich, 7 therr own Nature, 
Yes, the nature of theſe Duties and Adis before named is good, 
becauſe thev are in themſelves the proper Concern of rational 
Creatures and dependent beings, thereiore they are intrinſically 
good. Prazer and Humiliation, &c. are conſonant to rhe Nature 
of Mankind , and are ſuitable ro our Condition 3 thus they are 
good in themielves. And though Infirmity and Sin be mixed with 
them, yet they are acceptable ro God z becaule, for Chriſt's ſake 
the Infirmity and Sin are over-looked. This is conſonant to Rea- 
ſon and Scripture, and the Sufftrage of al! ſober Divines : And 
therefore 'tis no wonder that our Art:zopz1an Doctor, ſwerving 
from all theſe, runs himſelf into Abfurdities and Contradictions, 
2nd: firſt rells us, that theſe religious Duties are zerther good nor 
evil, 2nd then ſoon after proclaims them to be really ewil and 


firfal. 


V. And ſo concerning all other religious Duties and Services he 
proncunceth alike - There is no good in them, they have no Pre- 
valency with God, and a Man is never the better 

*Vol. 1. Serm,g. for them *, «a Man gets nathing by all the Righteauſ- 
Page 199 neſs he performs. This he very much enlargeth 
upon, and ia his uſual ſcothng Language tells us, 

That *cis the general Practice of Prefeſſors ( which, by the way, 
you muſt kno:v, is a Word that he often uſeth, and appics it as 
tte Luakers at tiis day do , who deridingly call all thoſe Pro- 


feſſors, who are foher and zealous Aſſerters of the Ghriſtian Trath, 


and who devoully ſerve God in the way which is approved of by 
the 
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the holy Scriptures, and by the PraQtice of all the primitive Saints, 
Martyrs, and Confeſlors,) to give themſelves to Praying and Fa- 
ſting, and then to perſuade themſelves, that Sin is ſubdued by 
this Courſe, that this will prevail with God to remove his Judg- 
ments, or to confer Mercies and Blefſings upon them. He repre- 
{-ats their Thoughts and Words thus *, To faft 

Stn out, to pray it out, to mourn it out 5, this is that *v:l. 1. Serm. 9+ 
which muſt bring you Tidings that God will be pa- þ4g+ 135: 

cified towayas you 5 that God will turn away his An- 
ger from you, if you do but faſt ſpiritually, if you can but mourn bit- 
terly, if you can but pray zealouſly with ſtrength of Spirit , this 1s 
that which ſhall overcome God, Good Lord! That any Man who 
calls himſelf 4 Mznifter of Ghrift, ſhould ſcoff after this manner ! 
Aad in the ſame place he moſt irreligioully and ſcoffingly pro- 
ceeds thus, What mean all your Gomplaints wpon the defeits of your 
Faſtings, and from the defeF of your Humiliation and Self-dental, and 
the ſubdutng of your Gorruptions ? That is it which pulls down the 
Wrath of God upon us. Is not this common (4. e. commonly (aid) 
among us, that as long as Men do not mend, there 1s no hoye 
that God will mend! And if every Man would mend one. this ts 
the way to redreſs the Ervil of the Tires, Who would imagin that 
ſo ſerious a Preacher as he pretends to be, would talk chus light- 
ly ? Is he delivering the Word of God, or is he jeſting and play- 
ing? Surely Free Grace is turned into Wantonneſs here. And fo 
you muſt needs conclude, if you read his following Words, 
(Words fo «nſawoury and zrreligions, that I trem- 

ble at the tranſcribing of them) *, If a Soul get * mM. Serm rs, 
under full Sail, filld with a Riff Gale of the Spirit Þ48- 235. 

of Ghrift, when Floods of Meltinges flow from it, if 

they can ory mightily, and be ſwift to hear, and be greedy in ſuck- 
ing in aruine Truths, and be ſomewhat exa# in obſerving praftical 
righteous means, to mourn and pray laſtily (could any thing be faid 
more rudely and prophanely by him ?) herng helped by the Spirit 
herein (here again he derides the Afiſtance of the holy Sperrt ;, 
then ſuch Prayers, Mournings, and other arvine Exerciſes will ag 
Wozazrs (I, that they will) :  Hereby Perſons ſhall get Pardon, (:t- 
tle ſperitual, Groil, and natural Healings, with national : Such Gour- 
ſes, ſome think, will turn away God's Wrath, and reconcile him to a 
Perſon or People, Some very good People have thought ſo in- 
deed, that is, they have looked upon theſe religious Duties, per- 
formed by the help of the-Spirir, as Means appointed by God him: 
ſelf, ia the right uſe of which, Grace and Favour, Mercies and 
Bleſſings, 
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Bleflings, both perſonal and national, are convey'd unto them. 
But he, it ſeems, is of another mind ; for in another place he ſpeaks 
| in this peremptory manner *, When you fall upon 
* Pol. 1. Serm.io. Humiliation, Faſting, Prayer, Weeptng, and Self- 
pag. 150. denyal, what do you lock for * In the arverſity of 
Judgments, ſaith one, I get this by it, Prevention 
of many great Ewils hanging over my Head : An other ſatth, Peace 
of Gonſctence, Joy 1a the Holy Ghoſt, Aſſurance of the Pardon of Sin, 
Aſſurance of Reconciliation with God : Theſe things would I get by 
attending upon Orainances, by ſerving God aay and night im that 
way he calls me out unto. I tell you plainly, There 1s none of all theſe 
things that you do, that conduce a jot towards the obtaining of any of 
theſe Ends you purpoſe to your ſelves. All you do gets not a jot, pay, 
aoth.not concur 4 8t, And: that you may know he continues in 
17 the ſame mind, and reſolves to do (o, he repeats 
* tid. the ſame again*, 1 «ft tell you, faith he, ard that 
freely, There is nat any Duty you perform, when you 
have attained the higheſt pitch, that hath any Prewalency and Awatl- 
ableneſs to produce, to bring forth any, though the leaſt goua, to your 
felves, Thus again and again he lers you know his Opinion, -as to 
this matter. The Sum of it is, That neither Prayer nor Humi- 
liation, - nor Repencance, nor any other Duties whatſoever, though 
they be done moſt ſincerely, fervently, and zealouſly, rhough the 
Perſons that do them be helped by the holy Spirit theretn, are means 
of procuring any Bleſſing from God ; No Perſon or People were 
ever the better for them. They never prevent any Evil or Dan- 
ger, they cannot divert God's Wrath and Diſpleaſure, they con- 
duce nat a jot to our Peace and Joy of Mind, to our comforta- 
ble Walking, they afford us no hopes of the Forgiveneſs of Sin 
and the Favour and Love of God, and (as you [ball hear after- 
wards) they cannot be made uſe of as Signs or Tokens of the 
goodneſs of our Condition. : 

Now, is not here a Door open to a neglect of al] holy Duties 
and Exerciſes of Religion, to a Contempt of Faſting and Humi- 
liation, to an utter Omifſion of Prayer and daily Calling upon God, 
to.4 diſregard of all Mourning and Repenting for our Sins, and 
in ſhorc, to a general Licentioulne(s and Profaneneſs in our Lives ? 
Who would. pray, when 'tis ſo poor and uſeleſs a thing? Who 
of this Man's Auditors ( and now of his Readers) may not be 
tempted to lay afide this Duty wholly, and to look upon it as 
unneceſlary in Religion, when they hear or read thoſe things which 
he ſaith of it , when they perceive how he vilifies and Cilgraces 
it! 
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it> I!know, and I declare I know that theſe Sermons of his have 
damped and cooled ſome Mens Devotions, by infuſing into their 
Minds ſuch. ſorry Thoughts of this holy and religious Exerciſe. 
When the godly and zealous performance of this Duty is called by 
him Prayzze luſily; do you think that his conſtant Readers and 
Followers have any great Opinion of Praying, though for ſome cer- 
rain Reaſons (which I will not mention now) they frequently uſe 
it ? Canyou believe that they make any Conſcience in diſcharging 
this Duty 2 No, no. Such Preacheng, if it be imbib'd, choaks all 
Praying, and ir hath the ſame effect, as to all other Offices and 
Performances of Religion. Can it enter into your Thoughts, thar 
2 Man will addi& himſelf ro holy Faſting. and ſtrive ro humble 
and debaſe himſelf, and promote a godly Mourning for his Sins, 
and beg for Mortification and Self-denial, and endeavour, by the 
Aſſiſtance of Heaven, to live uprighely and circumipe&ly, and 
conform his Ways ro the divine Will in all things, if he be once 
baptized into this Opinion, That the moſt fincere endeavouring af- 
ter theſe things, is no whit regarded by God, and that, as to our 
{c]lves, they conduce 7zot 4 jot (for that is the word) towards any 
Good or Advantage. that we may have by them , which is the 
avowed Judgmeat of this Doctor , as you have heard from his 
own Mouth or Pen ? And in other places (which I have- nor tran- 
ſcribed) he reſolutely owns and maintains the ſame Sentiments, 
and tells us it is in vain to look that Duty ſhould _ 

bring any thing, * Faſting, Praying, and Mourn- —_ vl. I. Serm, 9. 
ing, do us no good ; he faith Þ, We can get nothing wr Ts 
by Duties, Now, if God doth not regard thele ,,. 5 * 
our Services, . yea, though they proceed from his 

own holy Spiritz and if we our ſelves have no Good by them, 
to what purpoſe ſhould we be concerned in them ? If God cares 
not for them, why ſhould we? Nay, if he wholly diſregards and 
abhors them, as being ever evil and f{inful, we have no reaſon to 
be ſollicitous about them. This is the natural reſult of ſuch Preach- 
1ng, ſuch Printing : And I queſtion-not, but Hundreds (to ſpeak. 
modeſtly) of thoſe who have embraced the foreſaid Doctrin, have 
made theſe Inferences ro themſelves, and have been incited and 
encouraged thereby to deſpiſe the Services of Religion, and to live 
in a grols negle& of them. Indeed the Inferences from the Pre- 
miles are genuine, and no other could be expected: ro be made. 
Wherefore as long as ſuch Propoſitions are entertained, we muſt 
look for no other Deductions and Concluftions: Burif you would 
have any made of another Nature, you-mutlt alter the Premiles, 
and 
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and fix upon new Propoſitions, that is, you muſt believe and hold 
that there are certain Means and Ways of God's own Inſtitution, 
in the conſciencious uſe of which, we may expec that God will 
beſtow Grace, and all good things upon us, and that when we 
make uſe of theſe Means, and are employed about them according 
to his Will, we ſhall never fail of a Bleſſing. Theſe are of Vir- 
rue and Efficacy, namely by the Appointment of God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ro promote a Kingdom of Grace in Mens 
Hearts and Lives , and to further their Salvation and Happineſs. 
Is it requiſite I thould prove this? Is not the whole Volume of 
God's Word one continued Proof and Affurance of this! Have 
Faith and Repentance * nothing to do tn Salwation ? 
as this Gentleman reacheth, when you find the 
+ 48; 2 38. is, Apoitles Anſwers ro thoſe Queſtions [ What ſhall 
_ 3% 1% we do, and what muſt we ao to be ſaved? ] are thee 
+ Repent, and be baptized: Believe on the Lord 

eſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. The Anſwers are to no pur- 
poſe, unleſs we grant, that Reperting and Believing are Ways and 
Means of Salvation. Why are they bid to do theſe in order to 
their being ſaved, if the doing of them be not ſome way avail- 
able to their Salvation? Are we not told by 

* 1 Pet. I. 6. S. Peter, that as * Believers are kept by the mighty 
Power of God unto Salvation, fo they are kept uuto 

it through Faith? Can it be deny'd then, that Faith is conducible 
to our Salvation? Yet our Doctor, as ſoon as he had quored this 
place, immediately adds *, that Believers are kept 

* Page 12,13 11 Holineſs, Sincerity, and Simplicity of Heart, but 
all this hath nothing to do with the Peace of his Soul, 

(thetr Souls, he ſhould have ſaid) and the Salvation and Fuſttfica- 
tron thereof. As to this laſt indeed, we moſt readily grant that he 
is in the right 3 we are not juſtified, 7. e. we are not accounted 
righteous before God, and have our Sins pardoned for our Holineſs, 
Sincerity, and Simplicity of Hearr, bur for the alone Righteou(- 
ne and Merits of Chriſt Jeſus: But theſe Qualifications and Gra- 
ces, and the reſt which are required to Sandification, hawe ſome- 
thing to a (to uſe his own Expreſſion) with thoſe other two 
things which he mentions, wiz. the Peace of the Soul, and the Sal. 
vation of it, And 'tis very itrange and (urprizing that he ſhould 
deny this; for this is a downright oppoling and contradicting of the 
Text which he had before quoted, where the Apoſtle acquaints us, 
that Believers are kept, as by the Power of God; {o on their part, 
through Faith, and conſequently through the reſt of the Graces 


* ol. 1. Serm. 1. 
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of the Holy Spirit, «»to Salvation. Theſe Graces, according [to 


this Apoſtle, are appointed by God to be our Preſerwatiwes, or 
ro be the Mears and Helps of our ſpiritual Preſervation. - And 
why then ſhould we be bickward to acknowledg what the Word 
of God acquaints us with, and to own that they are conducible 
to our greateſt Good, even the Salvation of our precious Souls ? 
And doth not the Scripture affure us alſo of this, that the Prayer 
of Faith, and a hearty Gonfeſſion of our $145, and berng deeply humbled 
for them,and our ſexcere abandoning of them are prevalent with the Al- 
mighty ? Do we pot read what (trange things Prayer hath done ? By 
this the holy Patriarch 7acob was faid to wreſtle with God, and not to 
let him go till he had bleſſed him, Gen. 32.25 , 26. For which his Pre- 
walency with God, he gain'd the Name of Iſrael, Thy name ſhall xo 
more be called Jacob, but Iſrael z for as a Prince haſt thou power with 
God (as well as with Men) and haſt prevailed, v. 28. To which 
Paſſage the Prophet Hoſea referring , faith of this prevalenc Patri- 
arch, By ſtrength he had power with God, yea, he had power over the 
Angel (lo God is cal.ed, becauſe he appeared in the form of an 4- 
gel), and prevailed, Hol. 12.3, 4 What would Dr. Griſp have faid 
tO this? How would he have been able to evade theſe Texts? Juſt 
as he doth ſome others, by perverting the genuine Senſe of tem. 
But he could never fairly and rationally reconcile theſe with what he 
maintains 1n more places than one, zz, T hat neither Prayer, nor 
any other holy Duty is prevalent with God. ls not this diametri- 
cally o—_ to what you read here, that the believing praying Pa- 
triarch had power with God (was a Prince with Goa, according to the 
Hebrew, which amounts to the ſame Senſe, and ſignifies he was ve- 
ry potent) and prevai''d? The ſame we read of another holy Man, 
* Let me alone, aid God to Moſes, that I may de- 
feroy this People, implying that Moſes's Prayers which * Pent. 9. 14+ 
he was then purting up, hindred the Execution of 
God's Wrath againſt chat People, and che Event ſhewed that they 
did ſo. Ir cannot be denied then, that his earneſt Prayers had Pre- 
walency with God, and diverted his Anger and Indignation which 
were kindled againſt chat ungrateful and rebellious People. This 
is that which S. Zamzes remarks to us, and aſſigns as an unſpeakable 
Encouragement to this Duty *, The effe&ual fervent : 
Prayer, faith he, of a righteous man awaileth much, * Jam. 5416. 
neav ir xve, it is of great Force and Virtue, pre- 
venting and diſappointing many Evils which hang over our Heads, 
and bringing down many good things inſtead of them. The like 
may be ſaid of all other religious — and Duties, Endowments 
and 
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and Graces the holy Scripture abundantly reſtifies that they prove 
beneficial to ns, they advantage us both as to our Souls and Bodies, 
both as to this Life and an other. Beſides, the Experience which 
God's own People have had of this, you may be informed of the 
truth of it from the Heathen Ninewites, whoattending to the Preach- 
ing of the Prophet Jonas, humbled themſelves with 
* Jon. 3.8. Faſting and Praying *, Gry:ng mightily unto God 
2. (the Doctor calls it Grying luftily), turning every one 
from his ezxil way, Upon which Repentance of theirs God repented ; 
for 1{o 'tis expreſly ſaid *, God ſaw therr works, that 
* Verſe 10, they turned from their evil way, and God repented of 
Une the ezil that he had ſartd he would do unto them, and he 
aid it not. Who then hath the face ro ſay, that All our R1ghteouſneſs 
getteth us no good, that our Duties are of no prevalency with God that 
they areno ways ſerviceable or inſtrumental towards removing thoſe 
Evils and Judgments which we are afraid of, or which we labour un- 
der, and towards procuring thoſe Mercies which we ſtand in need 
of ? This Dr. Griſp ſaith, and faith it often. But it was never ſaid 
before or ſince by any Man of a ſound Judgment, and who was not 
inclined to corrupt the Scriptures. What courſe ſhould we take to pre- 
went the Tudgment of God, and keep it from us? Saith 
* Sermon of the * Dr. Sibbs3 and his Antwer is, Labour to meet 
Churche; Viſitation, God by ſpeedy Repentance before any Decree be perem- 
ptorily come forth againſt us. And incumerable more 
ſuch a there are in the fame Author, and others, whoſe 
Names and Memories the Doctor and his Friends pretend at leaſt to 
reverence : They all agree that this is the way appointed by God to 
keep off Judgments from us, and whereby Mercies of all kinds are 
confer'd upon us. Is that in Prov. 28. 13. part of Holy Scripture, 
or is it not ? Whoſo confeſſeth and ſorſaketh h1s ſins ſhall have anercy : 
Or is that in 1 John 1. 9. .a part of that infallible Book ? If we con- 
feſs our fans, he 1s fartthful and juſt to forge us our font, and to cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs; then we are ſure that a fincere Confeſſion of 
Sin (which is always joyned with true Contrition,godly Sorrow, and 
unfeigned Repentance) brings with it the greateſt Benefirs that we 
are capable of receiving. Hence S. Peter exhorteth his Auditors by 
Repentagce, to ſeek Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and Salvation in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Repent and be baptized in the name of Feſus Ghrift, for 
the remiſſion of your fins, Acts 2. 38. And again, Aepent ye, and be 
converted, that your ſins may be blotted out, Acts 3. 19. In both theſe 
places you ſee that Pardon of Sin is entailed upon Kepentance: And 
{ot is upon Fazth in ſundry places of Scripture, which is one ok 
wny 


Refleftions on Dr. Criſp's Sermons. 27 


why Believing is ſaid to be attended with Joy z for there is no true 

y without Pardon of Sin : In whom believing ye rejoyce with jay un- 
ſprakable and full of glory, 1 Per. 1. 8. And an other Apoſtle thus, 
The God of peace fill you with joy and peace in believing, Rom. 15.13. 
Faith produceth this tranſcendent Joy and Peace by irs Office it hath 
in Juſtification, iz. By being inſtrumental in applying the meri- 
torious Righteouſneſs of Chriſt , which is the only Bz(is of For- 
giveneſs of Sins. And I might proceed to the con{ideration of 
other Evangelical Graces and Duties, and ſhew you what Good 
accrues to us by them. I do not fay this Good accrues to us 
upon their own accouar, or thar it is for the ſake of theſe, thar 
any Advantage comes to us. No, this cannot be afſerced by any 
one that underſtands the T enour of the Goſpel, whereia ic is evi- 
dent, that God's free Grace, and the merciful! Ulndercakings of his 
Son Chriſt Jeſus are the only Source and Founrain of all the (piri- 
tual Benefits which we are Partakers of. 1, ewen I am he that blot- 
eth out your tranſgreſſions for my names ſake, Ia. 43.25, The blood of 
Ghrift his ſon cleanſeth us from all [iz, 1 iohn 1. 7. Ir is through God 
the Father's gracious Appointment, and for che ſake of his only be- 
gotten Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, that we receive any Ad- 
vantage by our Duties and Endeavours. Therefore when we have 
done our utmoſt, we muſt renounce all Merit, and acknowledg the 
Weakneſs and Sinfulneſs which accompany our beſt Actions, and 
rely on the Mercy of God, and the - q— of the bleſled }e- 
ſus. Bur then, this is that which I offer, moreover, that though 
theſe be the Or/g:al and Sprizg of all the Bleſſings and Benefits we 
receive, yet there are certain Ghannels in which they are conveyed to 
us, there are particular Meaxs and Methods which the divine Wil- 
dom hath inſticuted for the tranſmitting of theſe good things to us. 
They are no other than thoſe which I have before mentioned, w1z. 
Prayer, and the reſt of the Exerciſes and Duties which God hath 
commanded, When theſe are rightly performed, z. e. according to 
the Will of God, and when they are the Products of that divine Al: 
{iſtance which the holy Spirit vouchſafed to afford, they convey in- 
numerable Benefits to us, they awail much; and both theſe and the 
Perſons that uſe them may truly be ſaid to prevail with God, and 
even to move him, who is a God of infinite Compaſſon. This is the 
thing which I contend for, and which, I conceive I have ſufficient- 
ly proved from the iacred Writings both of the Prophets and Apo- 


{tles. 
And though the Door is carried with a tiff Gale againſt this, 
through the greateſt part of his Book, yet you'll fand him art [aſt 
E 2 ſailing 


= 
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failing with a more gentle and complying Wind, as his cuſtom ſome- 
times is. You may obſerve, that it is his general way to confute 
himſelf at the long run 3 which had almoſt ſaved me the labour of 
theſe Remarks, becauſe he hath done it ſo well himſelf. Thus after 
he had in ſeveral places afferted, that we get zothing by Duties, that 
they do 14s 10 good, he grants *, that our Righteouſneſs, 

© Pal. I. Serm.1. ,jobtly qualified, doth inſtrumentally obtain ſome good 
Pag. 236» p ad 
+ VoLUL Serm 2, 407Þ procure us what we defired: And afterwards he 
ace. 446. * yields, that Faith and Prayer, Humiliation and Fa- 
ſting, and the like religious Exerciſes | are Chan- 

nels or Pipes through which the Spirit of the Lord brings from God 
himfelf this Spring, theſe Riches, and conveys the ſame into the Spirit 
of a Man, And in thecloſe of his Diſcourſe he (peaks very well of - 
the outward Ordinances and Means of Salvation, he having (as you 
may gather from ſome part of that Sermon) been taken notice for 
his former Do&rin, and perceiving (ir is likely) it might prove 
ſcandalous, he now reſolves to qualifie ir, that it may not ſeem to 
run counter to the received Opinion of all Orthodox Chriſtians 
throughout the World. And as to what he often ſaith, That God es 
ot mowed with our Prayers, that nothing we ao 1s any Motive with 
God to ao any thing for us, he doth in a 

* God did blot out our Tranſ- manner recant this too 3 for he grants, 
greſtons that we might be ha- that God hath * ſubordinate Ends, as well 
Pr 3 buyer this hr the ns bigher and ſupreme ones in what he doth 
flands in ſubordination to as And if lo ( which is very true), he may 
higher End, kis own GlIvy, have ſuboratnate as well as ſupreme Mo- 
Vol. I. Serm. 11. pag-172. tives; for there is no reaſon to deny the 
latter if he grants the former. This then 

is th2 true ſtating of the Caſe 3; there 1s, it is true, no prixcrpal 
and ſupreme Mottwe with God, but his own Free Grace and Love, 
the meritorious Undertakings of his Son, and his own Honour and 
Glory ; but he hath other Motrwes beſides theſe,wrz. ſuborarnate and 
{lower ones, and theſe are the humbF and fincere Addrefles of his 
Servants, their importunate Prayers, their deep Sighs and Groans, 
cc, Theſe prove God to ſhew Mercy, theſe ſtir up his Bowels of 
Compaſſion; whence you read of the ſourcing of bis bowels, and of 
#:rs mercies towards them, Iſa. 63.15- and hence *tis ſaid, hrs bowels 
are troubled for them, Jer. 31. 20. Thele are ſecondary Motrwes with 
God, but his own bleed (elf is the fir and chiefeft of all. So then 
holy Men and their Services prevail with God, not as primary bur 
ſecundary, not as ſupreme bur ſubordinate Movers: Wherefore 
in the tile of Scrip:ure they are ſaid to have power with Gor, and fo 
D7EUVAlt+ 
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prevail. There is no reaſon then to boggle at the Language of the 
Holy Ghoſt in Scripture ; there was no reaſon for the Dr. to vent 
ſuch ſtrange Notions and Expreſſions as you have heard ; there was 
no reaſon to uſe ſuch Language as this, (which you meet with fre- 
quently in his S-r-zons) that the Duties and Services of the moſt ho- 
ly Men are ſuperfluous and vain, in reſpe& of any Power they have 
—_ God, that all our religious Exerciſes and Actions do us no 
ood. 
? VI. Whereas it hath been the laudable practice of the zealous 
Profeſlors of Religion, to try themſelves by certain Marks and To- 
hens, whether they be in a ſtare of Grace or no, whether they be the 
Children of Gad, and Heirs of eternal Salvation : Whereas they are 
wont to produce their Evidences, to gather together their Exper:- 
ences, and by theſe to take an account of themſelves and of cheir 
State, and of the Favour of God to them 3 here comes a Preacher, 
who laughs at all theſe things as ſorry and vulgar, , 
* The common way of People, faith he, 7s to try them ” be _ Serm.1 5, 
ſel ves by Signs and Marks. And he had (aid before, + = 4 
| They lay it down for a Poſition with themſelves, bus prong —_Y 
that till they can find themſelves ſanttified, and thoſe 
Graces of SanRification, by which they will try themſelves, till they can 
find th:ſ? Graces (as they call them) 1» themſelves, they conclud: that 
none of the Grace of Chriſt belongs to them. Mark this Expreſſion of 
his, Graces, as thzy call them, as if they who called them fo, call'd 
them not by their right Name; and yet the holy Scripture ic (elf 
calls ſuch divine Qualifications Graces, in 2 Gor. 8. 7. and ſeve- 
ral other places. 1he Language of the Holy Spirit will not 
pleaſe him, you ſee; he is for a higher Stile, and more exalted way 
of ſpeakingz as he is above the Do&rin, fo he is above the Lan- 
guapge of Scripture. Theſe Graces, as they call them, theſe Fruits of 
the Spiric of Sanctification are pitiful mean Ewrdences in his Opi- 
nion: No Man can know by theſe, whether he have a part in 
Chriſt or no. But if you would know what is the only Evidence, 
he tells you, in theſe following words *, I uf 
tell you, there ts 30 better way to know your Portton * Pl.l. Szrm. 7. 
in Ghrift, than, upon the general tender of the Goſ- P48. 105. 
pel, to conclude abſolutely he 1s yours; and fo, without 
any more aao, to take him as tendered to you, on his word : And this 
taking of him on a general tender 15 the greateſt ſecurity tn the Warld, 
that Chriſt is your Ghrift, And immediately after, Set down thy reſt 
here, faith he, queſtton it not, but beliewve it, it #5 48 good ſecurity 
as God can make thee, God hath promiſed ; venture thy Soul upon it, 
| without 
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without ſeeking 4 farther ſecurity. Obſerve it, a bare naked Faith 
is the only ſecurity a Man can have of his being a Child of God, 
2nd being in the ſtate of Grace. A very good ſecurity indeed! 4 
dead Faith (tor fo S. James calls a bare naked Faith 

* Ch.2.v. 17,20, ſtript of good Works) is an admirable Mark or 

Evidence of Pardon of Sin, and being reconciled 

to God. This is the preſumptuous licentious Doctrin of our new 
Divine. Do but perſuade your ſelves that you are in Chriſt, and 
the buſineſs is done. You need proceed no farther; for this Per- 
ſuzſion is all the Evidence you are to look after. And yet 'tis 
worth obſerving tco, that though he had ſaid, This # as good Secu 
rity as God can mak# w, this ts the greateſt Security tn the World, 
and we need not ſeek any further ; yet in another 

* Pal. II. Ser.16. place he ſaith *, There # other Security beſides thr, 

Pag. 452, the Spirits Teſtimony. But paſſing by ſuch Over- 
ſights as theſe, let us conſider the preſent Matter 

before us, that which he calls The common way of People, the Try- 
ing the goodneſs of their Condition by the Graces (as they call them) 
which they flnd in themſeives. Though this Author contemns this 
Courſe, yet S. John the Divine (who, as this Per- 

* YoL III, Serm.3. fon acknowledgeth *, had the greateſt Manifeſta- 

tion of Free Grace, and the profoundeſt inſight 

into the Riches of the Goſpel) approves of ir, and ſpends the 
greateſt part of his Fir Epiſtle in acquainting us what are the 
Marks and Ewidences whereby we may try and know our fpiri- 
cual State, whereby we may be affured that we are born of God. 
He lets us know in the E:rf Chapter, that walking in the light, 1. e. 
Holineſs of Life is a Teſtimony and Mark of our fellowſhip with 
God, and of the forgiveneſs of our ſins by Chriſt's Death. In the 
next Ghapter he more particularly declares, that zot lowing the 
world, but lowing our brethren, and keeping Goa's commanaments, 
and ating righteouſneſs, are Evidences to us of our berng 12 the light, 
of our contizumng 11 the Father and in the Son, and of our berng born 
of God, In the following Chapter he chiefly inſiſts on theſe two 
great Signs which he had mentioned before, iz. Doing righteouſ- 
zeſs, and lowing our brethren; in this the children of God are mant- 
feſt, and the children of the dewil : whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs ts 
wot of God, neither he that loveth not hs brother, v. 10. And inwv. 14. 
We know we are paſſed from death to life, becawſe we lowe the brethren. 
S. Joby thought this to be a good Mark, though *tis true he adds 
likewiſe, Hereby we know that be abideth in w, by the ſpirit which 
he bath giuen ws, v. 24. And again, Hereby we know that we awell 
in 
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in him, and be 1n us, becauſe he hath given ws of bis ſpirit, Ch. 4.13, 
which may be meant of the ſaving Gifts and Graces of the Spirit ; 
and fo 'tis the ſame Mark which he had mentioned before : Or we 
may underſtand it of the Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt in the Hearts 
of Believers, which is an Evidence that all true Chriſtians expe- 
rience at one time or other. Bur this doth not exclude the other 
Ewidences, yea, S. John, who names this, infiſtech mo# largely 
upon thoſe, and repeats ſome of them over very often, thereby 
acquainting us, that theſe are the more ſtanding Marks and Eviden- 
ces of our new Birth. Thus S. John was one of thoſe that approv- 
ed of this common way of the People, as our Dr. calls it, viz. The 
trying themſelves by theſe ſpiricual Graces and Endowments, Bur 
what ſaith the Doctor > There are no ſuch Marks and Evidences, 
ſaith he, as S. 7ohbn and theſe People talk of, there is no wntverſal 
Obedience, no lowe of the brethren, no ſmcerity of heart, He takes a 
great deal of pains, in almoſt * rwenty Pages to- , 

gether, to prove that there are no ſuch things, I £79 Þ:447- 0 
will only mention what he faith of Szzcerity F, No AA OY wag 
Man (faith he.) under Heaven can find that Since- yg, 0 - 
rity in his Heart that may comfort him. Thus Griſps 

but S. Paul, on the contrary, tells us, that he had found ir, Our 
rejoycing ts thu, the teſtimony of our conſcrence, that 1n ſimplicity and 
godly [inc-rity we have had our Gonverſatzion in the World, 2 Cor.1.12. 
The ApoR!e could not have made his /2zcere Walking the ground of 
his Rejozc12e, if there had been no ſuch thing as Szcerity. And 
here we ſ-e, that a Man's reflecting on his fincere and holy Con- 
verſation in the World, is that which adminiſters Joy and Com- 
fort to him. The Ieſtimony and Senſe of this in the Conſcience, 
yields real matter of Rejoycing z our Rejoycrng 15 this, &c. faith the 
bleſſed Apoſtle, which is contrary to the profeſled Dodtrin of our 
Antinomian Divine 3 for he declares, that a an gets nothing (and 
conſequently nor Gomfort) by all the Righteouſneſs be performs, that 
all this hath nothing to ao with the Peace of the Soul, that vo Man 
under Heaven can find that Sincerity (and conſequently any other 
Grace) tx his Heart that may comfort him : And all Antenomians, as 
well as the Doctor, proclaim it for a great and unqueſtionable 
Truth, that Ghriftians cannot, muſt not endeavour to take Gomfort from 
thetr Graces, Is not this a Contradition to the Apoſtle's Words, 
Our rejoycing ts this, &c, Truly I wonder that our Author doth 
not look upon this Text as Apocryphal, I wonder that he doth nor 
quarrel with it as he doth with that other, Be:ng juſtsfied by faith, 
we have peace with Goa, You may imagia a Perſon of Antioomian 
Principles 
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Principles to refle& on the foreſaid Text, and the Apoſtle himſelf, 
after this manner. Indeed, indeed, Paul, you are beſides the buf- 
neſs; if you had liv'd till Dr. Griſp's*time, he would have taughe 
you berter ; or if you had been fo happy as to have been an Au- 
ditor of ſome Preachers at Pinners-Hall, or the Merchants Leure 
in Broad-ſtreet, you would have been of another Judgment 3 nay, 
if you had been bur ſo happy as to be acquainted with the DoFor's 
Sor, the Merchant, he would have told you what the Hebrew 
Words Ghattahand 4ſham fignifie, which would have been a great 
light ro you ; though you were an H:brew of the Hebrews, yer he 
would have taught you the Tongue a little better. How now, 
Paul, do you ſay that your rejozirng # this, That your Conſcience 
teſtifies.to you, that you have walked in Simplicity and godly Sin- 
cerity in the World ? This is ill faid of you 3 you thould have aid 
this only, This is my rejoycing, that Chriſt hath caken my Sins, 
and laid chem on himſelf, that ali my Sins are pardon'd through 
free Grace. You ſhould have ſaid, that you 7ejoyce 12 Chrift Feſus, 
Phil. 3. 3. as you ſay in another place : This had been ſaid like an 
Apoſtle indeed ; but to talk of S:#:plicity and godly Srncerity, when 
there is no ſuch thing. and no Man ever attain'd to it, this is mere 
Non-ſenſe : To ſay you have any ground of Gomfort and Rejoycing 
from your Converſation, from your holy walking, this is going back 
to the Covenant of Works, this is truſting in your own Performan- 
ces, this is Legal:ſm, this is Arminianiſm, yea, this is down right 
Popery, _ = E 0, = than _ L. 4 
bh 7 be found in * the Fewiſh Synagogue or the Turk- 
Bs Cogn £a"aw4e* "8 5 Alcoran. De you talk of your Gonverſation 

tz the World ? Is this magnifying of Free Grace ? 
Fie for ſhame, Paul, you have caſt off Chriſt, you are fallen from 
Grace. Thus an Antinomian, thus Dr. Gr:/p himſelf would have 
treated S. Paul, after this manner he would have handled the good 
Apoſtle. He could have done no otherwiſe, becauſe it is his 
avowed Opinion (as 'tis of the whole Party) that there is »o Gom- 
fort ariſes from a holy Life, that a Believers conſcieritious and up- 
right diſcharge of his Duty, affords no ground of Kejoycing, Bur 
you ſee this Do&rin runs counter to that of che bleſſed S. Paul, 
and therefore the Abettors of it muſt be forced ro treat him after 
the rate before mentioned, yea, and to call him a Lyar, when they 
aſſert their own Opinion. ; 

All this proceeds from a miſtaking of Scripture, and from a par- 
tial interpreting it; for theſe two are conſiſtent, v4z. Comfortable 
Reflections on Chriſt, and oa our Graces which are wrought in = 

y 
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by Chriſt > Whereas the DoQor's Friends conſtantly ſet theſe 
againſt one another, and tell us they are incompatiole. But what 
ſaith the inſpir'd Apoſtle > Irejoyce in Chrift Jeſus, faith hes and 
alſo, This ts our rejoycing, &c, for theſe two are not inconfiitent, 
nay, where one of them is; the other is never abſent. To this 
purpoſe a worthy Man faith. well *, :1/e muſt re- 
member, though the main Pillar 'of our Gomfort be tm * Dr.Sibs's Souls 
the free Forgrveneſs of our Sins, yet if there be a Conflit, Chap. 3. 
negleft in growing in Holineſs, the Soul will never Þ: 3"> 3% 
be ſoundly quiet, becauſe it will te prone to queſtion | 
the truth of Juſtification, which can be known only by Sanctifica- 
cion, together with the Teſtimony of the Spirit. Preſently after 
he adds, Where 1s not a pure Conſctence, there tt not a patificd Gon- 
ſcrence z, and therefore, though ſome, thinking to ſalve themſelves whale 
in Tuſtification, negleft the cleanſing of their Natures, and ordering of 
ther Lives, yet in time of Temptation they will find it more troubleſom 
than they think, For a Conſcience guilty of many Negletts, and of 
allowing 1t ſelf in any Sin; ta lay clatm to God's Mercy, ts to do 
as we fee Mountebanks ſometimes do, who wound their Fleſh to try 
Concluſions on their own Baoates, haw ſovereign the Salve 1s; yet of- 
ten-trmes they come to feel the Smart of their Preſumption. So God will 
let us ſee what it 15 to make Wounas to try the prectouſneſs of bis Balm. 
A Chriſtian is a new Greature, and walketh vy Rule, and ſo far as he 
walketh according to this Rule, Peace 1s upon him, You lee they 
are but 2uacks and Mountebanks in Religion, that ſeek for Peace 
and Comtorc in Juſtification without SanCtitication, that rejoyce 27 
Chriſt, and yet are wholly regardleſs of a /incere azd godly Gon- 
werſatron. What God hath jovned in his holy Word, ler not us 
put aſunder, leſt we ſhew our ſelves as faulty as the Loctor, who 
makes theſe Texts inconſiſtent, and conſequently makes the Apo- 
ſtle contradi&t himſelf: And all this is done to maintain this A(- 
ſer:tion, T hat there are no Marks and Ewiaences of Saivition which 
can adminiſter any Comfort tro a Man. Obeatence, Gharity, Since- 
rity, are no Signs of our being in the ſtate of Grace; nay, as for 
S:ncerity, he particularly tells us*, that zt is a 2ua- 
lification or M{iark that may be fourd in an Enemy * Page 456. 
of Ghrift. Reader, ſtand and pauſe a little here : 
He that had faid, that there is no {uch thing as Sincerity, and that 
it 1s not to be tound in the bett Men, yer here declares, chat it 
may be found in one that is an Enemy of Chriſt. What thall we 
think of ſuch Do&trin as this ? Is this Goſpel-Preaching 2 May Re- 
probates be fiacere ? Yes, he perliſts in ir. =_ undertakes to prove 
; it, 
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it, ahd to that purpoſe brings the Inſtance of the Jews, who (as 
the A ſtle faith) had s Zeal of God, Rom, 10. 2. But doth not 
Apoſtle there tell ns, that that zeal was 79t according to knowledg, and 
ſo was no right Zeal, no /zncere Zeal, and conſequently was not the 
Zeal of regenerate and believing Perſons, and which could be made 
a Mark of their Regeneracy and being in the Favour of God. Cer- 
rainly no Man that ever attain'd to any true knowledg in the Scri- 
pture or Divinity afftirm'd the contrary. Gueſs then what this new 
Coiner of Theological Notions is, who firſt proclaims to the World, 
rhat there 1s no ſuch thing as Sincerity, and then, that a wicked Man, 
a very Reprobate, may harve as mich Sincerity as any eleft Perſon and 
Believer, Was there ever the like aflerted by any Divine before 2 
I appeal to the Reader, whether he ever met with ſuch Divinicy 
in the Writings of any Man that pretended to ſober Thoughts. and 
Conliſtency of Mind. Whence it appears, that I had reaſon to make 
ſome Re-fi-#ons on theſe Sermons, which are (ſtuffed with ſuch vile 
Notions as theſe. The Doctor's Son faith in his Preface to his Fa- 
thers Sermons, that he was accounted none of the leaſt of thoſe who were 
called Puritans ;, but I can aflure his Son, that he was the firſt Pur;- 
ran that ever held ſuch Do&trin as thisz and I heartily with he may 
be the laſt, He that can believe that there is »o true Righteouſneſs, 
9 true Lowe of the Brethren, no ſuch thing as Simplicity of Heart, 
or that the wickedſt Man alive may be as ſincere as the moſt rege- 
nerate z he may call himſelf a Paritaz, but he is a wild one, yea, he 
isa Karte rather than a Puritan. He that can believe theſe things 
to be true, muſt alſo confe(s, that there is no difterence #etween the 
clean and the unclean, him that ſacrificeth and him that ſacrificeth not ; 
as is the Geod fo 15 the Sinner, and he that ſweareth as he that feareth 
an Oath: For it there be nor a difference between them, as to thoſe 
things before named, eſpecially 3s to Sencerity and uprightneſs of 
Heart (which is the great Evangelical Perfection) there 1s no dif- 
ference at all; then one Man is as good as another, and one ſhall 
be ſaved as ſoon as another, and (as the Conſequence of this) no 
Maa need be follicicous whether he be fincere and cordial or no, 
becauſe Hypocrites ſhall fare as well as the moſt upright Perſons. 
From this one thing we may fee whether this Author doth nor de- 
ſerve the Name A4ntizomian, He is very angry, I perceive, that 
any ſhould call him fo; bur this one Inſtance alone is tuthcient to 
cemonſtrate, thar he is of that number. As before he beat down 
ail holy Duties and Services, ſo here he ſhews himſelf a down right 
k eſtroyer of all inherent Righteouſneſs, yea, be rakes away the Di- 
ſtin&tion between Righreouſnels and Unrighteoulnels : So tharif 
ever 
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ever there was an Antinomian under Heaven, we may conclude 
that he was one, notwithſtanding he declines the Title. 


VII. Another Poſition of this Author is, That God 1s not angry 
with any ele Perſon before or after he 1s converted. If we tell Belzewers, 
ſaith he, That except they perform ſuch and ſuch Duties, except they 
walk thus and thus holily, and do theſe and theſe Works, they (hall come 
under Wrath, at leaſt God will be angry with them; What do we in 
this but abuſe the Scriptures? Theſe are his very Words, pag. 559. 
and yet the Scriptures aflure us, that God's anger was kinaled againſt 
Moſes, Ex. 4.14. And Moſes hiniſelf faith, chat the Lord was angry 
with him,Deut.4.21. And we read that the Lord was wery angry nith 
Aaron, Deut. 9. 20. and in ſeveral other places we read, that even 
holy Men have, by their Sins, provoked him to Anger. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, the DoCtor tells us, that it is a&u/ing of Scripture, to 
ſay that God ts angry with thews for their Sins; for he is angry with 
no ele& Perſon for Sin, nay, . though he commits never ſo many 
Sins, and thoſe never (o great and heinous. They 
are his own Words *, Let me ſpeak freely to you, * Vil 11. Serm.g. 
and in ſo doing tell you that the Lord hath no more paze 353, 354+ 
to lay to the charge of an ele Perſon yet in the height 
of Iniquity, and tn the exceſs of Riot, and committing all the Abomi- 
nations that can be committed, I ſay, even then, when an ele# Perſon 
runs ſuch a Courſe, the Lord hath zo more to lay to his Gharge, than 
God hath to lay to the Charge of a Believer ;, nay, God hath no more to 
lay to the Charge of ſuch a Perſon, than he hath to lay to the Gharge of 
a Saint triumphant in Glory, This is very high, you will ſay : But 
we know the Man, and his bold way of ſpeaking. It is not his 
confident aflerting chat proves any thing z though 'tis certain that he 
thought the contrary, elſe he would have never beea ſo high and 
daring. He began to be liſtned ro by ſome People in his days, and 
rook heart thence to ſay any thing. Such is that which he utcers 
here, That God hath no more to lay to the Charge of an ele& 
Perſon before his Converſion, although he lives in the heighr of 
Sin, and commits all the Abominztion that ic is poſſible for him 
to commit, than he hath co lay to the Charge of a Triumphanc 
Saint in Glory 3 which you cannot but grant was molt preſumptu- 
ouſly ſid, if you conlider that of S. Paul, Eph.2. 13. Aow tx Ghrit 
Feſus, ye who ſometimes were afar off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Ghrift, Theſe Words were ſpoken to the Saznts which were at 
Epheſus, ard to the faithful in Chriſt Feſus, as you read, Ch. 1. 1. 
But theſe Saznts were great Sinners once, they were idolatrous 

F 2 Gentiles, 
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according to the prince of the power of the arr, the ſpirit that wor ket 
itn the children of diſobeatence, Ch. 2.2, And had God no more to 
lay to the Charge of theſe Epheſzans, when they were in this ſtate, 
than he had to charge the Saints in Heaven with? Yes certainly ; 
Remember, ſaith the Apoſtle, that ye betng in time paſt Gentiles 
in the fleſh, at that time ye were without Ghriſt, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iſrael, and ftrangers from the covenants of promiſe, 
having no hope, and without God in the world : But now in Chriſt 
Feſus, ye, who ſometimes are far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Chrift, v. 12, 13. for he ts our peace, v. 14. And ic follows, he abo- 
liked in his fleſh the enmity, v.15- Obſerve it, before they were 
converted they were Strangers and Altexs, they were without Chrif, 
without Grd, without Fope, they were at Enmity with the Father 
and the Son z and was there no more to be laid to their Charge at 
that time, than to be glorified Saints above? When. they were 
without Chriſt, in the time of their Unregeneracy, and living in all 
Exceſs of Riot, were they not only in God's Favour, but as much 
45 the Saints in Glory ? How then was Ghrr/ft therr Peace > How is 
it ſaid they were reconciled? v.16, Reconciliation ſuppoſes falling 
out, it implies being at enmity. Thoſe who are now reconciled 
and made Friends, were once Strangers and Enemies z and were 
they at that very time Favourites of God, yea, as great Favourites 
as the bleſſed glorifi'd Spirits? Who hath the Confidence to (ay this 
but Dr. Grip? And who hath a Hearc to believe it bur one that 
diſ-believes the plain Teſtimony of holy Scripture? This ſame 
Chapter affords yet a farther Confuration of this wild Notion, 
Among whom ( 1. e- the Children of Diſobedtence, mentioned in the 
fore-going Verſe ) we all had our converſation 1n times paſt tn the luſts 
of our fleſh, fulfilling the defrres of the fieſh, and of the mind, and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others, Ch. 2. 3. The Apoſtle 
here faith of himſelf and other Converts, that while they were 
in their unregenerate State, while they walked in the Fleth, and 
falfilled the Luſfts of it, they were under the Wrath of God, they 
were by ature, i. e. by reaſon of their natural and unregenerate 
State actually uncer the divine Diſpleaſure and Anger. There is a 
time when ele# Perſons are Children of Wrath ; Whilſt they conti- 
nue unbelievers, the wrath of God ahideth tn them, as *tis exprefly 
ſaid in John 3.36. S. Paul, the Eph:fran Saints, and all the Elect of 
God, while they remain in their natural Corruption, are liable to 
this Wrath : While they continue unconverced, they are at Enmity 
with God; therefore their Sins are charged upon them as 'ong as 
| they 


Refleftions on Dr. Criſp's Sermons. 37 


they are ſuch, which is quice oppoſite to the Doctor's Aſſertion. 
Next, let us conſider an ele& Perſon after his Converſion, cone 
cerning whom our Writer pronounceth thus *, 
Though a Believer, after he be a Believer, doth ſin * vol. 1, Serms 2. 
often, yet God no longer ſtands offended and diſpleaſ- page 15. 
ed with him, when he hath once recetved Chrilt. 
His reaſon is, becauſe if Chriſt bore our Iniquities, he alſo bore 
the Diſpleaſure of God for themz and though God be diſpleaſed 
at Sin in Believers, and hates and abhors it, yet he is not offended 
and diſpleaſed with the Perſons of Believers, who commit that 
Sin, becauſe they are juſtifted. Here we moſt readily grant, that 
thoſe who are juſtified are clear from the Imputation of all Sin, 
according to that of S. John, The blood of Feſus Ghrift his for cleanſ- 
eth us from all fin, Ep. 1. Ch. 1. v. 7. His own ſelf bare our ſans in 
his own boay on the tree, 1 Pet. 2.24. Behold, the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the ſins of the world, Whence that of the Apoſtle is 
true, There is no condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 
8. 1. And that Challenge is unanſwerable, Who ſhall lay any thing 
to the charge of God's ele# > v. 33. For, as the Apoſtle adds, It zs 
God that juſtifieth z a Believer, as he is looked upon in Chriſt, and 
conſequently juſtited, hath no Guile charged on him. He that 
holds che Doctria of Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, muſt 
hold this for in Juſtification our Sins are imputed to Chriſt, and 
his Righteouſneſs to us : If fo, a Believer, a juſtified Perſon hath 
no Sin charged on him by God. But how is this to be underſtood? 
Namely thus, Ir is not charged ucron him to his endle(s Peril, to 
his utter Deſtruction : This 1s the true meaning, and there is no 
other. Sin ſhall never be fo laid to his Charge, as that he thall be 
condemned for it, as that he thall have (ſuch a Doom paſled upon 
him, as ſhall confign him to everlaſting Puniſhment. Bur the Sins 
of Bezlievers may be, and are ſo charged upon them in this life by 
God, that he is greatly diſpleaſed with them, and ſhews himſelf 
angry againſt them for the commiſſion of them. This is the true 
ſtating of this Point, the miſtaking of which is the very root of 
Antinomianiſm. A Father will not ar/znherit his Son for his Fol- 
lies and greater Miſcarriages. but he is 4ſpleaſed, highly diſpleaſud + 
with him, and gives him aſſurance of it by ſome remarkable To- ' 
kens of that Diſ(pleaſure : He is his Father, and conſequently loves 
him, and deals with him as with a Son : Wherefore he deprives - 
him not of his Inheritance, but he teſtiteth his Anger agaivit him 
by ſome ſevere curbing and checking him, by withdrawing, per- 
haps, his uſual Maintenance, and inflicting ſome Penalty upon =_ 
iS 
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This is a true Repreſentation of the preſent Caſe : A Believer, a 
Child of God falls into Sin, whereupon his Heavenly Father is dif- 
pleaſed with him , and he manifeſts his Diſpleafure by aMlicting 
him, by exerciſing him with ſome temporal or ſpiritual Croſs : 
He doth not, he will not deprive him of his everlaſting Inheri- 
rance in the World to come, bur in this Life he lets him 4now and 
ſee that it is an evil thing and bitter that he hath forſaken the Lord his 
God. Though regenerate and holy Perfons do not finally fall away, 
yet they may incur the Divine Wrath and Diſpleafurez God often- 
times withdraweth the Light of his Countenance from them, they 
are forſaken for a time, God writeth bitter things againſt them, 
the Arrows of the Almighty ſtick faſt in them. They who will 
not acknowledg this, muſt diſown the Bible, eſpecially they muſt 
expunge out of it what is recorded there of thole eminent Saints, 
Job and Dawid. But God loves them whilſt he thus ſhews himſelf 
aiſpleaſed with them, for this is a certain Maxim, that Anger and 
Love in God towards his Children, may be at the ſame time, 
God makes even his deareſt Children fen{1ble of this Truth, that 
he can be incenſ(ed againſt them though he is their Father, thac 
his Diſpleaſure is conſiſtent with his Fatherly Love. The Anger 
which he ſheweth towards Believers, never proceeds ſo far as to 
an utter forſaking of them in this Life, ic never reacheth to eter- 
nal Puniſhment hereafter. Thus he doth not lay therr Sins to their 
Charges but in an other way he oth, i. e. he often puniſheth them 
for them with great Severity, yet (o, as that he always in the 
midſt of Judgment remembers Mercy, 


VIIL This reminds me of another Aflertion of the Doctor, 
namely, that God never puniſheth any Beltewers for thetr Sins. T his 
indeed is the natural Conſequent of his former Pofition ; for if God 
be not diſpleaſed with them for cheir Sins, it is not probable he 
will inflict any Punithment upon them for them. But though, I 
having ſhewed how groundie(s the firſt of theſe is, the ſecond 
muſt needs fall to the ground of it ſelf; yet I will inſiſt a little 
upon this, to let you fee what are the Sentiments of this Gentle- 

man, and to ſhew you more particularly how little 

* Yol. I. Serm. 2. Foundation they have *. God doth newer puriſh any 
T9» Believer, after he is Believer, for Sin, be 1aith. 
+ Page 18. Afterwards |, to that Queſtion which he pro- 
pounds, Are zot the Aﬀittions of Beltewers for thetr 

$:25> He anſwers No; and ſoon after he faith, God, afli#:ng a Bs- 
lizter, hath mo reſpet unto Sin, as if he aid aff for Yin, And he 
is 
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is going, you may perceive, into his old way of ridiculing, when 
he ſpeaks thus *, 1t may be in Affiiition, and when 
the Rod of God is fallen upon thee, thy Heart will +v14l 1. Serm.x x, 
be ready to raiſe ſuch Thoughts as theſe in thee, Now Þaz. 179- 
God will be even with me, now ſhall I ſmart for my 
Trazſereſſions: And certainly ſuch Thoughts do riſe in very good 
and holy Men, whatever this Writer intimates to the contrary : 
Whereby he doth bur diſcover his prophane and ludicrous Spirit, 
calling their Aﬀlictions God's betng even with them, But ro pals 
this by, as a thing ſo uſual with him, I ſhall take notice of the Rea- 
ſons which he offers for what he ſaith. God, faith he, puntſheth no 
Believer, and 1s angry with no Believer, none that 15 in the Grve- 
nant, becauſe his S4ns were all pardon'd from Eternity. It this be 
a Reaſon, then why doth he confeſs that the Beliewers among the 
Zews, who he acknowledgeth were under the Covenant of Grace, 
were puniſhed for their Stns? Being under the Covenant of Grace 
they were juſtified, and they were juſtified from Eternity» Now, 
they that were ſo, cannot, he faith, have any Puniſhment inflicted 
upon them z how then came it to pals, that theſe Believers were 
puniſhed * 2 7uftice you know, ſaith he, follows Sin 
at the heels: Where it finds Sin, there it executes, * Vol. Wl. Serm. 2. 
Fuſtice finding Sin now and then upon the Jews un- 0 258: 
der that Govenant, as it met with their $1ns upon 
them, ſo gave now and then a Laſh to them for their Sins, Hence 
you have thoſe many Gomplaints of God's Juſtice tn plaguing then 
always. It was Juſtice, becauſe there was Sin, which was therr own, 
and was charged upon themſelves till the Sacrifice came, and there- 
fore their Judgment was juſt. Here he grants, that the Jewiſh Be- 
levers, who were laved by Chriſt as well as-we, were puniſhed 
and plagued for their Sins: And if you ask him why they were 
thus ſeverely uſed, and why Believers under the Golpel fare ber- 
rer, that is, have no Puniſhment inflicted on them ; He lets you 
know this was the reaſon, 72. That the Sin of the believing Jews 
was their own, and was charged upon themſelves, becauſe the Sa- 
crifice Chri(t Jeſus was not yet come. And is this any good Rea- 
ſon, think you, when the Doctor fo often acknowledgeth, thac 
Chriſt offering himſelf as a Sacrifice, was accounted by God as 
done from all Eternity, and God laid the Sins of all Believers thar 
ever ſhould be in the World on Chriſt, from all Eternity ? If this 
be true, (as we do not deny it) how comes he to contradict him- 
ſelf, and ſay, that the Sins of thoſe Jewiſh Believers were charged 
on themſelves till the Sacrifice came? The Value and Efficacy of 
Chriſt's 
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"Chriſt's Blood reached from Eternity to all ſucceeding times, and 
therefore the Fewr(h Believers, as well as the Ghr:f:an, were to 
partake of it, and find the blefled Effect of ir. Wherefore, if 
Chriſtian Believers are not puniſhed for their Sins, it follows that 
the 7ewih ones were not (which he abſolutely denieth, as you 
have heard); for they were both of them juſtited from Eternity, 
which he faith is the ground why they are not capable of having 
any Penalty inflicted upon them for their Sins. Hence 1t appears, 
that the Decor is at Self-Confutarion again : He forgers his own 
Principles - and will not argue accorJing to the very Propof:- 
tions which he had laid down himſelf, What rational Perſon 
will attend ro what ſuch a one faith ? 

In other places he aſſigns this as a Reaſon why God doti not 
afflict or punith any believer for Sin, namely becauſe Chrift bore 
all the Puniſhment due to Sins and if he bore all, we can bear none, 
God would not punih Ghriſt and Believers too. This feems to be a 
plauſible Reaſon, but it hath no ſolid Foundation. Ir is indeed a 
mere Fallacy, which I prove thus 3 To argue after this manner, 
Chriſt bore all Puniſkment due to Sin, therefore Believers have none 
to bear, is Sophiſtical, becauſe the antecedent Propoſition ſpeaks 
not of the ſame bearing of Puniſhment that the conſequent Propo- 
ſition ſpeaks of. The one ſpeaks of bearing Puniſhment as that 
Puniſhment was a full Satisfa&tion to God for Sin, but the other 
ſpeaks of bearing Puniſhment as 'tis the Deſert of Sin. Here is a 
vaſt difference b=tween theſe rwo ; Chriſt alone the Son of God, 
bore all Puniſhment for Sin in the former Senſe, z. e. he made 
complete Satisfaction to his Father for all the Sins of Believers, 
by his bearing the Puniſhment due to their Sins 3 fo that after him, 
no Believer can ever be puniſhed in this manner, But they may be 
puniſhed in the other Sen{e, that is, God may aftiit them with 
Crofſles and Diſtreſſes, both Spiritual and Bodily, becaule of their 
Sins, becauſe they have deſerved the IDivine Diſpleaſure and An- 
ger. Though Chriſt bore all Puniſhment due to Sin, ' as it was 
ſatisfactory tro God's Juſtice, yet the Faichful may juſtly bear a 
Load of Puniſhment, becaule they bring it down upon themlelves 
by their Demerits, by their wilful tranſgrefſing oft God's Laws, 
Thus you ſee how deceitful and falſe the foretaid Argument is. 
A Man cannot argue thus, If Chrift bore all the Suffertngs due to Sin, 
then we muſt bear zone, Here is no good Conlequence, becauſe 
Chriſt bore the- Punithment of Sin one way ,, and we bear it an- 
other: He bore all the Puniſhmear as he was Mediatour, and fully 

latisf'd for Sin, but we may bear ſome Puniſhmeae as it is the 


due 
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due Reward of our Tranſgrefſion, though we cannot ſatighie Di- 
vine Juſtice thereby. Our Sufferings are not to fatisfie for 'our' 
Sinsz Chriſt did that, and he alone, and we cannort' pretend to 
any ſuch thing. We muſt et that alone for ever. + But notwith- 
ſtanding this, God inflicts Punithments upon us for our Sins, as 
the juſt Deſert of them, and he is pleaſed to turn theſe Puniſh- 
ments into fatherly Corre&ions and Chaſtiſements , ſo that they 
prove the greateſt Kindnefles and Favours that can be beſtowed 
upon us- Thus you ſee that God puniſheth oth Ghrif and Be- 
liewers, but to a difterent End : The one ſuffered that God's 
Wrath againſt Sinners might be appeaſed : The other ſuffer 
that Sin may not go uncontroled, that it may not be encouraged 
by Impunicy, and that theſe (harper Medicins may be conducible 
co their ſpiritual Health, and yield the peaceable fruit of righteou)- 
neſs to them that are exerciſed thereby, Heb 12. 11. 

But you will ſay, they are called Ghaſtiſements in this Chapter, 
and not Puxiſhments ; therefore why do I call them by this latter 
Name ? I have very good warrant for doing (o; for I find the Af- 
flictions and Suffzrings of God's People are called both Pani/t- 
ments and Ghaſtiſements in Scripture, and ſhall I be blamed for give- 
ing that Denomination to them which is given them in Scripture ? 
We learn from this holy Book ( which is to be our Judg in this 
matter) that God puniſheth Believers, yea, and that he puntiſheth 
them for Sin, both which this Preacher denieth, and conſequently 
denies the Word of God. Is it not clear from the expreſs Words, 
that the Aﬀflictions which are laid on the Godly, are Puniſhments, 
and that theſe Puniſhments are for therr Sins? One would think 
no Man that ever read the Bible, could have the face to deny this : 
For the Holy Spirit, in theſe Sacred Writings, doth not ſpeak of 
chis matter obſcurely and doubtfully Cas in ſome other Caſes) bur 
dire&ly, plainly, and in fuch Words as 'tis impoſſible (withou: 
Wilfulne(s) to miſtake. I will puniſh you yet ſeven times mare for 
your fzzs, (aid God to his own People the Fews, Lev.26.18. And we 
know, that among them there were Believers as well as /!nbe- 
levers : So that theſe Words were ſpoken promiſcuouſly to them 
both, to let them know that if either of them wilfully ſinned, and 
thereby provoked God, they ſhould be puniſhed, and thir Paniih- 
ment ſhould be for therr Sins. This you will find twice repeated 
afterwards in this Chapter ( wv. 24, 28. ) to convince you of the 
Truth and Certainty of it. It is indeed mentioned wich ſome V 2- 
riation 11 the latter place, as thus, I will chaftiſe you ſeven times for 
your $1ns, which acquaints us, that _ Punihments are allo C5-- 
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Pijements. (as T-ſhall ſhew you anon): But: Rill-it- is.expreſly. ſaid, 
chat they are for our. Sjnus., which is the main thing we are-now 
proving-from the, Sacred Writ ic, ſelf; This is farther evidenc 
from Ezy. 9. 13. where.we find Ezra confeſling in his Prayer, thar 
all which was come WS them, was for their evil deeds, and for their 
great treſpaſs. T.ask, Did this holy Man diſſemble. wich God, or 
no? Did he openly. tell him, a.Lie, or not? You wiil be unwil- 
ling, I ſuppoſe, to aſlext-the, former: Wherefore by acknowleg- 
ing the Jacter, you own this for a truth, that God puniſheth his 
own People for their Sins, that all nhich comes upon them, i. e. all 
their Diſtreſles and Calamities which befall them, are for therr ewil 
Deeds, and for their great Treſpaſſes, This is farther manifeſt from 
Lam, 3. 39. Wherefore doth a Irving man complain, a man for the 
puniſhment of his ſins? Here the Prophet ſuggeſts a Reaſon, where- 
fore a Man, even a holy Man, a Believer (for we mult grant-ſuch 
to be included, here, and.a}l Commentators have granted it) ſhould 
nqt complain, ſhould not, murmur, and reping againſt God, although 
his Sufterings, be never lo great, namely, becauſe theſe are the Zu- 
niſhment of his Sin, they are juſtly inflicted on him by God for his 
manifold Offences, they are the deſerved Recompence of his Miſ- 
doings3 therefore he ought, patiently to accept of the Puniſhmenc 
of his:Sins. This is the meaning which the beſt Expalitors gene- 
rally fix upon theſe. Words, and which hath occafion'd our Tran- 
{lzcors, to reader them as you ſee they have done. Complaining 
wpon his Sin (as the Original hath ir) is the ſame with complarn- 
ing for the Puniſhment of his Sin : Wheace it appears, that God 
hath. regard to the Ss of his People, when he affiFeth or puntſh- 
etch them, which-is the thing the Doctor denies. The ſame may be 
plainly infer'd from Amos 3.2. lou only hawe I known of all the fa. 


flies of the earth ; therefore I will puniſh. you for all your tniguittes, 


& 
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it_ be (aid that the Hebrew Word is not. [ pat ], but. [w/ir 
pon], yet it is enough for the preſent purpoſe, that [w1/itrng up. 
03] 15 the uſual Phrale, in the.Old Teſtament, for [puniſhing], as 
thoſe that are ,converiant in the Original know very. well; . and. 
that is the reaſon why in.ſo many places it is tranſlated fo. Yrjit- 
ing upon and puniſbing are looked upon as the ſame. Belides, it is 
{2id here, that this Yi/ztation is for theer Intquitzes, which plainly 
ſhews, that it is in the way of Puniſhyent, that is, it is {ent by 
God as the Deſert of their Iniquities. los only hawe 1 knowr, 
therefore I will puniſh you, you ſhall not eſcape my Wrath and Ven- 
geance in this World, becauſe you deſerve it more than others ; 
your Sins are more heinous and provoking than theſe.of mt 
tile 
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tile World, whom [ have not known, 'to whom I have not ma. 
nifeſted my ſelf in fo gracious a manner , therefore you, of all 
Perſons, ſhall feel the Effects of my Diſpleafare. Burt now, on 
the ay; our new Teacher turns the Words thus, 1ou only hawe 
I known, therefore | will not puniſh you for your Intquities ;, 1 ſee no 
ſuch thing as Sin in you, or if I do, I am not diſfpleaſed with you 
for itz you can never offend me, though you commit Sins of the 
moſt horrid Nature imaginable z I am never angry with any Be- 
liever or regenerate Perſon, and therefore I never have any «ye 
to their Sins (be they never fo great) when I ſend Calamities up- 
on them. Thus you ſee, by the Do&or's Comment, that Texe of 
Scripture is abſolutely null'd, and may be razed our of the Bible. 
Buc we are not obliged to attend to this perverſe Comment of 
his, and therefore this Text remains ſtill entire, and is a Wirtnels 
pr the Doctors erroneous Aﬀertions, and a palpable Confucation 
of them. 

Sundry other places might be produced to this purpoſe, bur it 
is altogether ſuperfluous and unneceſlary, ſeeing the whole Tenden- 
cy of the Prophets, in their Writings, is this way : They threaten 
and pronounce the Wrath of God even againſt his own People 
for their Sins , and they frequently call upon them to ſhun and 
remove the Divine Indignation, by repenting of their evil Doings, 
and forſaking their Sins; which is a manifeſt and andeniable proof 
of what this Writer reje&ts, 72. That God had regard to thei 
Sins and Offences, in ſending Puniſhment or Aﬀi&tion. I will ad 
only one plain Text out of the New Teſtament, 1 Gor. 11, 30. For 
this cauſe many are weak and ſickly among you, and many ſizep, That 
the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of Believers and holy Men, is not to be 
doubted, becauſe in the next Verſe but one he.acquaints us, that 
theſe Perſons, when they are thus judged, are chaſtred of the Lord, * 
that they ſhould not be condemned with the World. Ir is clear then, 
that they are not of che number of the World, they are not among 
the condemned, and therefore are the Elect and Believers. Of thele 
S. Paul-Cith, Many are weak and fickly, and many ſleeps, they are 
atlited by God with bodily Difeaſes and Maladies, yea, and theſe 
bodily Diſtempers prove mortal to them, What is the reaſon of 
this? Whence procede theſe fevere Strokes of God's Hand? What 
is the true Cauſe and Origin of them ? The Apoſtle aſſures you, 
that it was their irreverent Behaviour at the Lord's Supper, therr 
eating and drinking unwarthily, their not diſcerning the Lord's body, 
as yoa read in the fore-going Verte: Whilſt they did fo, they 4: 
eat and arink judgement to themſelves, 2s you 7 in the ſame ven : 
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For that it ought to be tranſlated Judgment, is plain,. both from 
the Greek Word *tiue, and from what follows in v. 31,'32, If we 
would judg our ſelzes, we' ſhould not be judged : but when we are Juag- 
ed, we are chaſtned, 8&c.. This Judging here refers to the Fudement 
ſpoken of before, which is tranſlated Damnation, but ought nor 
to be ſo; for it is abſolutely againſt che Apoſtle's meaning in 
this place, where being judged is oppoſed to being condemned, or 
damned with the world; and therefore the Word cannot be ren- 
dred Damnation. - But the Judgment which the Corinthian Be- 
lievers did eat and drink to themſelves, was no other than theſe 
corporal Affiictions and Penalties here meant, 4e:ng weak, and /ich- 
ly, and fleeping the Sleep of Death. And that which procured 
theſe bodily Diſtempers, and Dearth ir ſelf was (as hath been ſaid 
before) their unworthy eating and drinking of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. This was the cauſe of it ; for thzs (as it is inthe Greek ), i.e: 
for this cauſe many were weak and ſickly, &c, Their irreverent and 
unworthy partaking of the Sacrament pulled down theſe 7udgmezts 
upon them; for ſo they are called here. So great a $:x jultly de- 
ſerved this Puniſhment. Their ungodly Bebaviour was the cauſe 
of their being thus ſeverely dealt with, God ſent Sickneſles and 
mortal Diſeaſes among the Saints of Gorenth for their Sins. They 
were judged, they were puniſhed for theſe, 

Thus you ſee, that from this, as well as from the fore named 
Texts. of Scripture, it is moſt evident, that the AfMictions and 
Diſtrefles wherewith God viſits his Servants are the Deſert of 
their Sins and Miſcarriages. This is the Doctrin of the New Te- 
ſtament as well as of the Old. For this cauſe- they are thus and 
thus puniſhed or chaſtiſed. Who then- would believe this Prea- 

cher, when he tel]s his Auditors *, He ſhould be 
* Yol.Il. Serm.g, loth to put any new and: ftrange things into their 
pag. 365, Minas that are not fully conſonant to the Mind of 

God recorded in the Scripture? Judg you whether 
2ny Credit. is to be given to him when. he thus ſpeaks, ſeeing it 
is ſo plain, that this isa ew and ftrange Nottrin, which he here 
labours. to put into his Hearers Minds,. and which is ſo far from 
being conſonant to the Mind of God in the Scriptures, that it is 
z|rogether repugnant to it. I do ſay that God always hath reſpect 
ro $i, when he puniſheth, as perhaps in the Caſe of Job, his Af- 
fictions and Sufferings might be ſent ro try him, and to fer him 
forth ro.the World an eminent Example: of Patience. So in the- 
Inſtance of the blind. Man, John 9. 2. 1t was not becauſe of his Sin- 
that te was born blind, but that the Works of God ſhould be _ 

manije 
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manifeſt in him, that Chriſt's miraculous Power might be exerted 
in the curing of his Blindneſs, Bur, bating ſuch rare Inſtances as 
theſe, it appears from the general Tenour of Scripture, that Sin 
is the Cauſe and Source of Puniſhment. Ir is the uſual and con- 
{tance Method of Heaven to inflict temporal Evils, becauſe of Tranſ- 
greſſion: And we have the univerſal Teſtimony of the inſpired 
Writers for this. I will not here nicely diſpute about the Na- 
eure of Puniſhment, I will not curiouſly enquire whether thoſe AF. 
flictions, wherewith God exerciſeth his choſen Servants, be Pu- 
nilhments in the moſt ſkriF and proper Senſ-, I do not pretend to 
alert any ſuch thing (therefore let me not be miſtaken and mil- 
repreſented here); for what is 12 the ftriFeſt ſenſe a Punihment, 
cannot be a Ghaſtrſement; but the Afﬀiction of the Godly is of 
this latter kind : Therefore I ſpeak here only of the general NVo- 
tion of Puniſhment, and I ſay this, That the Calamicies and AF 
fictions which befal good Men, are thus far Punſhments,. namely, 
as they are the Recompence of their Faults, and the juſt Guerdon 
of their Miſ-doings- To puniſh one, is to inflict ſome grievous 
thing upon him, becauſe he hath: done amiſs, becauſe he is a: 
Tranſgreſſfor. Puniſhment ever ſuppoſes a Fauſt. Thus even the 
Children of God, the holieſt Perſons are faulty, and thereby of- 
fend God : Whereupon he chaſtiſeth them, as a provoked Father 
doth his Children, for the Faults which they have commirted:. 
And this I call a them, becauſe the Rod is laid upon them 
in way of 4 punitive Gorrettion; it is inflicted for their Sins, and 
alſo ro wean them from their Sins. This is the true Nature of 
God's affliting Believers 3 it is a mixt thing, made up of Puniſh. 
ment and Ghaſtiſement. As it carries Severity with it, and is ſent 
for Sin, ſo it is a Puniſhment, and is ſtiled (as you. have heard) 
by S. Paul a p_ ( which ſounds higher than Paun:hment ) : 
To which purpoſe he quotes that of che Old Teſtament, The Lord 
(all judge his ptople : And he adds, It rs a fearful thing to fall tnta 

the hanas of the living God, Heb. 10. 3o, 31. Even God's People, 

even believers are liable to this, and find ir ſometimes exceeding 
dreadful. But then, it is as true that the Afictions of the Faich- 

tul, being accompanied with God's Love and fatherly good Will 

to them, are upon that account Ghaſftiſements, This 1s certain, 

that thev muſt not, they cannot be called Puniſhments, if you mean 

by this Name any thing of Harm-and Miſchief, any. thing of real 

Evil and Damage. They are no Punihments in this reſpect 3, for 
though they are inflicted on the Godly becaufe of their Sins, yer 

they are detigned by.Ged for their-good; for their real Benefit and 

Advantage: 
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Advantage : They prove by his Grace the choiceſt Favours and 
Bleſſings to them. And they muſt needs do ſo, becauſe they are 
inſtrumental cowards the taking away of their Sins, which are the 
only Curfes. By this, faith the Prophet (z.e.) by the Galametzes 
which God ſent (as appears from the foregoing Verle), Shall the 
iniquity of Jacob (God's People) be purged, and this 1s all the fruit 
to take away his fin, Ia. 27. 9. : 
And -here, I pray let me obſerve ſomething to you from this 
Text, to confirm what I have deliver'd before. I told you that 
Chriſt bore the Puniſhment of Sin, and that the Faithful alſo do 
the ſame, viz. When God Jays his aftlicting Hand upon them ; 
And therefore that of the Doctor is but a Sophiltical way of Ar- 
puing, Chriſt underwent the Puniſhment due to Sin, therefore Be- 
levers are never puniſhed for $in. It doth not follow, becauſe 
there is (as I ſhew'd you) a great difference between Chriſt's bear- 
ing of Puniſhment and a Believers bearing it : Which may be far- 
ther illuſtrated from this place of Scripture, where the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſpeaking of the grievous Afictions and Sufferings of the Godly, 
acquaints us what is the happy Fruic of them, w:z, The purging 
and taking away of their ſins. But one might obje& thus, It zs 
Chris Blood that cleanſeth, that purgeth ws from all Stn, he alone 
is the Lamb of God that _ away the Sins of the World: How 
rhen can 131guity be purged, how can Stn be taken away by the Af. 
fiitions and Chaſtiſements which God exercifeth his Servants 
with ? If Chriſt's Blood alone purgeth Iniquity, if he and none 
elſe takes away Sin, it is :mpoliible the Sufferings of rhe Saints 
ſhould do it. This is juſt the Arguing of the 3 Chriſt 
(faith he) fuffered Puniſhment for Sin; Haw then can Believers 
{mart for their Sins ? He way as well ay, Chriſt purged away the 
Iniquity of Believers, Chriſt, and he only t06k, away their Sins, 
how then can they be purged and taken away by the Afﬀictions 
which they ſuffer ? Yes, they may very well; for the Holy Ghoſt 
expreſly ſaith as much, By this [ball the Inzguity of Jacab be purged,&c. 
2. e, the Iniquities and Sins of Believers are putpged and taken away 
by Aficionus, as proper Mears appointed by God fot that End 1 
bur they are purged and taken away by Chriſt and his Blood, . as 
the efficient meritorious Cauſes, There is this great difference be: 
tween, the one and the other. And fo I ſhew'd you likewiſe the 
different manner of Ghri/t's bezng puniſhed, and of a Believers being 
puniſhed; which, if-you conſider, you will eaſily grant, that they 
are both of them conſiftent. - You ſee why I cl the Afiitions 
of Believers Puniſbments, not that there is any Satisfaction _ by 
them 


them (that wholly belongs:to Chriſt), not' that they are harmfal 
and miſchievous to them, - not that'God deſigns their Ruin by therr) 
(for I have ſhew'd you, that they are the Inftruments of their 


greateſt Good), bur. becauſe in God's affliting of them, he hach 


reſpe& to their Sins, he ſends Calamities and Diſtreſles to then, 
as the Penalty of their Miſ-doings : Which I have ſhewed you is 
conſonant to the Word of God in the Scriptures. I know that 
they are not ſtritly Puniſhments, becauſe they are of a mixt Na- 
ture, and I have granted as much: And moreover, I am ready to 
lay afide-the Word [ Puni* ment] if it be offenſive, and to uſe the 
Word [ Afti#ion] or [Chaftiſement] ;, only this muſt be annexes; 
that this Aﬀi&tion or Chaſtiſement zs ſent for Sz. This is all I 


aim at in this part of my Remarks, and I could not prevail with' 


my {elf ro quit this without betraying the Truth, as it is revealed 
it-the Scriptures. Whence you may judg how cloſe the Doctor 
keeps to this infallible Rule, when he-utters ſuch 

Words as theſe *, When God brings Aﬀtitions upon * Vol. Serm. ui, 
thee, he doth not remember any Stn of thine : they ©: 170- 

are not in his Thoughts towards thee : And again, Tf P11. Serm.2. 
| The Lord newer pours out Wrath as the Deſor of P48: 258. 

his People, | 


IX. Ir is not only afferted by him, that God 7s 9t offended or 
diſpleaſed with Believers, much lefs puntſheth them for their Sins 
bat-he holds likewiſe, that God 1s pot pleaſed with any of their Gra- 
ces or Daties, or whatever good thing they do, although theſe pro- 
ceed from the Holy Spirit, the Author of all Goodnefs, In ſun- 
dry of his Sermons you'll find this often” maintained by him ( (o 
that 'tis -endle(s to quote-the particular places?) thar Ghrif alone 
pleaſeth the Father, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs only is acceptable 5 but as 
for Believers, they can do nothing that 1s pleaſing to God, And the 
Reaſon which he- gives in many places is this, becauſe all that 
they do is mixt with Sin and Pollution, which will rather pull 
down Wrath upon them , than be acceptable ro him who is of. 
purer-Eyes than to behold Iniquity. * There ts zot, 
ſaith hey oze righteous Atton a Man doth perform, * Vol. Serm:6. 
but. he-doth theretn a-new throw Dirt in the Face of p48 32 
God, by that Aon of his; becauſe Sin, as the wiſe 
Man ſaith, is Abomination to the Lord. To which I anſwer, 
Though the moſt righteous Duties of the Faichful be mixt with 
Sin and Defilement (which cannot be denied.) yet this hinders not 
their being acceptable to God. For firſt, they are ſachas the _ 
ana. 
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and imperfe& Nature of Believers is capable of performing. God 
hath not made them Angels, but Men, and though he hath fan- 
Ctified them, yet it is his good Pleaſure chat there ſhould always 
be in them ſome Remains of Sin. Their imperfe& ſtate in this 
Life will not admit of what is higher and better, and therefore 
God vouchſafeth to accept their Services and Performances, though 
they be not devoid of all Defilement : He is pleaſed with the 
ſincere (but imperfe&) Endeavours of his Servants : Where there 
£5 a willing mind, it 1s accepted according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not, 2 Cor. 8.12. Secondly, the Actions 
of holy Men are pleaſing to God, becauſe they come from the 
holy Spirit. This bleſſed Sanctifter gives Worth and Value co 
all the Services of Believers: So that as they proceed from him, 
they cannot bur be accepted of God the Father and are very va- 
luable and precious. This even Mr. Br:4g (the Doctor's Contem-. 
porary, and a Man of the Congregational-Perſuaſ1on, and no Idoli- 
zer of Works, it is certain) expreſſed thus, There are two things 
in every Duty or Service : There is ſomething of God's, and ſome- 
thing of a Mans own : Something of the Spirit, and ſomething of a 
Mans own, A Man muſt not trample upon them as to the Point of 
San#tification ( 1.e. as they proceed from the Spirit of Holineſs) 
for then he ſhould ſpeak Evil of the Spirit, whoſe Works they are. 
They hawve the Image of Ghrift upon them, they are precious Metal, 
and therefore muſt not be trampled upon; for (as he had ſaid be- 
fore) a Man tramples and treads upon the Dirt , but he will not 
trample upon Mony, upon Gold and Silwer : Why > Becauſe that is a 
rrectous Metal, or hath the Stamp or the Image of the Prince upon it. 
So he in a Sermon entituled The Spiritual Life, p.51,52, Chriſtian 
Services then are zo Dirt, as they come from the Spiric of Parity : 
yea, they are clean and pure, and precious in God's fight z becauſe 
he delights in whatever flows from that Sacred Fountain. This 
is an other Reaſon why our Services, though mixed with Per- 
fe&ions and Corruptions are picaling to God. He muſt needs 
accept that which is his own. Thirdly, They are accepted for 
Chriſt's ſake, in whom God the Father ts well pleaſed, as he him- 
ſelf hath declared. Ir is Chriſt that makes our Righteouſneſs ro 
be accepted, by oFering to his Father his own ſpotleſs and com- 
plete Righteoulneſs. You ſhall not hear Dr. Criſp ſay one Sylla- 
ble like this throughout his whole Firſt Volume of Sermons, where 
he had often occalion ro mention this: He will not in any of thoſe 
Diſcourſes acknowledg that the Duties and Performances of Be- 
lievers pleaſe God , and are acceptable ro him, and are of any 
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Prevalency with him, but he defignedly beats down the contrary 
Aſſertion. Yet behold, ſuch is the Prevalency of Truth, that at 
laſt he is broughe to acknowledg this very thing which he before 
oppoſed, that the Works of the Faithful are pleaſing to God, and 
acceptable to him through Jeſus Chriſt. * Through 
Faith inGhrif, faith he, the Filth and Dung of our * Vl. 1. Ser. 
Works ts extra#ed by Ghriſt, and he preſenting the 4. 232. 
ſame purged by himſelf alone, they become accepted with 
God. And he grants as much in another place 3 for he expreſly 
faith *, It is true, Ghriſt doth purge away all the Fil- 
thineſs bath of Kighteouſneſs and UH nrighteouſneſs tn * P48 322. 
Believers. And whereas he adds, But he doth not 
purge away the Filthineſs of thetr Righteouſaeſs, that this Righteouſneſs 
- may prevail with God to lay Intquity upon Ghriſt;, this is a vain Sur- 
miſe of his, and never enter'd into the Heads of thoſe Perſons 
whom he means when he ſaith, They would be accounted the greateſt 
Proteſtants. They intend nothing like this, but only that (as he 
ſaith himſelf, and at che fame time confutes himſelf) Chriſt purg- 
eth away the Filth of the moſt righteous Actions of Believers, 
that they may be accepted in the Beloved as Services, p. 322. Now 
he acknowledgeth what he was fo loth to do before, now he con- 
feſles they are acceptable co God for Chriſt's ſake 3 whereas before 
he termed them throwing Dirt in the Face of God, He ſaw without 
doubt that there was a neceſſity of revoking ſuch foul and ſcanda- 
lous Language as this, becauſe ſo many plain Texts of Scripture 
utterly condemn it, and expreſly aver, that the holy Actions of the 
Righteous and Faithful are praotng and acceptable unto God. 
Enoch had thzs teftimony, that he pleaſed God, Heb. 11. 5. There will 
I accept them, ſaith God by the Prophet Ezeckzel, Ch. 20. v. 40. 
ſpeaking concerning the times of the Goſpel. I beſeech you, brethren, 
by the mercies of God, that you preſent your bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, Rom.12.1. He that in theſe thines ſerveth Chriſt, 
& acceptable unto Goa, Rom. 14. 18. And when the Apoſtle faich, 
Without faith it 1s 1mpoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 11. 6. it 1s included, 
that by Faith we may pleaſe him. Let us have grace, whereby we may 
ſerve God acceptably, faith the ſame inſpired Author, Heb. 12. 28. Is 
it not evident from all theſe places, that the Services and Per- 
formances of the faichful Servants of God, are not throw:ng Dirt 
in his Face, but are grateful and delightful ro him? Though they 
are mingled with Sin, yet they are not rejected of God, becauſe 
they are the beſt chey can perform in this imperfe& State, becauſe 
they flow from the Spirit of Grace, and macs they are purged 
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from all Filth by the perfe&t Righeouſneſs of Chriſt. For theſe 
Reaſons all the Servants of the moſt high ought continually to of- 
fer up Spiritual Sacrifices by Jeſus Chriſt, and ro'diſcharge the ſeve- 
ral parts of their Duty with Chearfulneſs and Rejoycing ; for God 
accepteth their Offerings andiServices, and is delighted in ther, 
But how doth the contrary Perſuaſion (which is expreſly main- 
tained in a great part of the DoQor's Book) damp all Religion, 
and deſtroy all Chriſtian Performances, and conſequently makes 
way for Irreligion and Prophaneneſs > Nothing we do, faith this Au- 
thor, though it be newer ſo good, ts acceptable to God : and nothing we 
do, though never fo bad, is offenſive to him, or provokes his Di(- 
pleaſure, or brings down Calamities upon us, if we once be Be- 
jievers, If this doth not diſcourage and even deſtroy all Religion, 
it is impoſſible to rell what'doth. Is not God pleafed with our ho- 
lieft Daties, then why ſhould we take pleafure:in them ? For we 
ought to be pleaſed with nothing but what is pleaſing ro God. Do 
not wicked Actions and ungodly Practices incente the Divine M2- 
jeity, then how naturally will this excire Men to commit ſuch A: 
Etions which they kaow are wicked and ungodly, bur which they 
alſo know can never procure the Divine Diſpleaſure ? The (hore 
is, fo'Believer, no Saint need be troubled in his Conſcience for any 
Sin whatſoever which he hattycommurred, nor can he feel any Con- 
tent and Joy in his Breaſt after he hath done his Duty : For the 
g00d Works 'of Believers do ot pleafe God, and their evil ones'do 
ot diſpleaſe him, Yea, Believers while they do their beſt Works 
are throwing Dirt in God's Face : Then furely while they do their 
worſt things; *they- do ſo:much more; and yet all this time they 
rovoke not God's Anger inthe leaſt. - That Mar is bereft .of all 
Senſe and Underitanding; who faith'ithis doth not open a wide Gap 
to Licentiouſnefs and Prophanenels. Judg then whether the Dr. 
was in good earneſt when he (aid *, I ſpeak zot 
* Vol. T. Serm.g. againſt doing any Righteouſneſs according to the Will 
Page 136, of God revealed, yea, 1 wiſh that Mouth were for 
ever fopp'd, that 1s open to blame the Law, and to 
atſcourage People from 'walking 1n the Commanaments of God, Judg 
whether Anti»omianiſ be not the High-way to Libertrniſm, 
though this Author, and thoſe of his Perſuation endeavour to make 
us believe the contrary: 


X. And Lafly, an other wild Poſition which theſe Sermons 
maintain, is this, that «ll rs done from Eternity, and fo nothing us to 
be darie now. He often tells his Auditors , your Buſmeſs is done to 
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your hand already : Therefore there is no need of begging for Faith, 
or any other Grace, or for Forgiveneſs of Sin, or any other Spiri- 
tual Priviledg: Theſe are all granted already, and not to be done 
now. He rr inculcates this, and in * one _,__ 
whole Sermon together inſiſts upon it, #2. that Tw.sj be 5mm, 
God's pardoning Sinners and juſtifying the Ungoaly Gun Ge 2e5 rant 
are not now or hereafter to be done : 3 es Maa ters 
ſent or future, but were diſpatched long ago, even from Eternity : 
Whence he infers, that we muſt not look for Remiſſion of Sins or 
Juſtification in this Life z we are not to be concerned in any {uch 
thing now, we need not be ſollicitous about it, for it is paſt andover : 
All is done fromErternity. But this is a groſs Miſtake, and the con- 
trary is true, all is not do ne from Eternity, but a great deal is done 
- in time, a great dezl that concerns our Juſtification and Pardon. 
We muſt diſtinguiſh then between the A& of God from Eternity, 
his decreeing to pardon Sin. and the A& of God in time, or God's 
applying of the Decree. Thele are two different things, and we 
muſt look upon them as ſo: The negle& of which hath bred a 
great Miſtake and Error in this Author and his Abettors : For 
whilſt they confound theſe two, they ſhut up the whole Tranſa- 
&ion of Man's Redemption and Salvation in the eternal Decrees, 
and ſo 'tis no wonder that they conclude all is done from Eternity, 
and thence draw very dangerous Inferences. But to prevent this, 
we muſt reckon theſe two as diſtin Acts of God, wiz. His de- 
creeing from Eternity to pardon ſuch and ſuch Perſons, and his 
2cual performing of this, or the exerting and applying of che eter- 
nal Decree. There is Juſtification ## Sentence and Decree, pro- 
nouncing of Perſons juſt and innocent from all Erernity : And there 
is alſo. a Juſtification 1» Execution , when the Perſons are actually 
pardoned and diſcharged. Now, no Man is 4#ua!ly pardoned and 
juſtified till he helrewveth: And the reaſon is, becauſe Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs can not be actually applied without Faith; for this 
is the only Inſtrument which applizth it to the Soul. Beltdes, Con- 
verſion and actual Juſtification.go rogether, and are never ſeparated : 
Whom he did pred:ſtinate, them he calleth and whona he calleth, them 
he alſo juſtafieth, Rom. 8. 39. . This is part of the gold:n Chain of Sal- 
wation, as Mr. Perkins, and pther Divines have called it 3 but it is 
to be obſerved, that our Doctor never ſo much as takes notice ofir, 
or once makes mention of ir, though he had conſtantly aa occaſion 
ro do it, . treating of 7ufification aud the Order of it lo frequently. 
There can be no reaſon given of his omitring ic, but this, Thar 
he was ſenſible this famous Text of S, ah would ruin bis Cui Z 
2 or 
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for here the Apoſtle acquainting us with the Method of Man's 
Salvation, tells us, that whom God from Eternity predeft;nated, i.e. 
decreed to juſtifiy and ſanCtifie, them he in time called, i. e. effe- 
&ually converted, and at the ſame 7ufrfied, i. e. atually diſchargd 
them from the Guilt of their Sins. You ſee here, that all the bu- 
fines of Man's Salvation is not done from Eternity, whatever the 
Door dreameth : Fhere is a Calling, there is a Gonverting, as 
well as a Predeftinating : There 1s a  aifvin in time as well as a 
Decreeing it before the Foundarions of the World. Though there 
be not a firſt and ſecond Juſtification in the Senſe of the Popiſh 
Doors, who hold there is this double Juſtification in this Life, 
yet there is a twofold Juſtification in another Senſe, that is, in re- 
{pe& of the Decree of Juſtification, and in reſpect of the Afnual 7uſti- 
fring of a Perſon in time: the one was before all time, the other 
is in this preſent Life, and is attended with Regeneration, Conver- 
ſton, and Sanification. Ir was the determinate Gouncil of God, 
that ſuch and ſuch Perſons ſhould be pardon'd and juſtifted in time : 
It: was alſo prefixed in the Eternal Decree of Election, that the 
fame Perſons ſhould be efftectually called, and born again by the Spi- 
rit, and be endued with inward Holineſs. This is to be done in 
this Life, therefore all was not done from Eternity. 

Indeed the Ele& of God were not properly juſtified from Eter- 
nity 3. but the Decree then was only: pafled by God, that they 
ſhoo!d be juſtihed afterwards :- It was determined that Chriſt ſhould 
come, and take away their Sins, and that there ſhould be an Accom- 
aliſhment of the Decree in the actual Juſtification of thoſe char 

believe, Thisis that which fell from the DoRor's 

+V4. 11 Serm.8; own Lips aid Pen by chance Þ, Goa, faith he, had 
Pag; 3531 354* all this (that is; the. Perſons and Tranſgreſfſions of 
| all Men) at once in his Eye 5 and having this Plat- 
form before him, as if all were then tm betng, he ſets down his own 
AZ of | his Royal Aſſent (for he had compared' God's Decree to the 
Royal Aſent given by a King to an ACt), that for every ſuch Per- 
fon, as he had choſen, and for every ſuch Tranſgreſſion that ſhould. be 
committed at ſuch and ſuch a time, by ſuch and- ſuch Perſons, he 
woul# accept of ſuch a Ghriſ® whom he would fit to bear thetr Tranſ- 
greſions., Here you. fee he expreſles it as a future thing, that God 
would accept of Ghriſt', and what is that, but to-pardon Sinners for 
his fake? And. ſo he doth,. before he is aware, acknowledg that 
yery. thing which before-he denied, and'thar. very ſtifly. In an 
acher: place you, will- find: him: confeſſing the. ſame 3, after he had 
i, ſeveral: off his S:rzwns maintain'd, that none are juſtifted and 
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diſcharged from their Sins now in time, but all was done long be- 
fore z3 he at length ſubmits to this, which is the 
real crath, but which he had boggled at fo long *. * Yo. 11. Serm.g. 
As the Ele, faith he, were in the Eye of the Lord 046: 350- 
before they had a real Exiſtence and Being, ſo all 
their Intquities were laid on Chrift from Eternity : But it muſt needs 
be granted , that the particular Application of this Grate to Perſons, 
that the Lord hath laid mine Intquities and thine Initquities upon 
Chriſt individually, muſt neeas be tn time. Indeed this is his way 
very often; he takes a great deal of pains to rear up a Notion, 
and then of a ſudden pulls it down again. He had in other Dit- 
courſes frequently aſſerted, that all the buſineſs of Juſtification 
was already done and paſt; and yet now he holds it ts mot done and 
paſt, but that it is in time : In this preſent Life the Lord lays Ini- 
quity upen Chriſt, and thereby juſtifies the Ungodly. And this: 
Juſtification is, when God enables us to believe tz Ghrift, his only: 
begorten Son, and to apply his meritorious Righteouſneſs to our: 
{-lves. Wherefore we are highly concerned in this buſineſs; we 
are to examin the Truth and Reality of our Faith, which is the 
Hand wherewith we receive Chriſt, the appointed Inſtrumenc 
whereby we apply his Righteouſneſs : And we ought alſoto ſearch 
into our Hearts and Lives, and fee whether we be renewed a 
reformed, and whether the Graces of the Holy Spirit be implant- 
ed in us; for we cannot know that we are juſtified, unleſs we be 
fanctified, though our Juſtification depends not upon our Sanctifi- 
cation. Thus you cannot but apprehend, how the DoRor's firſt 
Aflertions, mention'd under this Head, teach Men toneglect their 
preſent Concern and Duty, and to reſt wholly upon what is paſt 3 
yea, they falſly reach them, that thoſe things are paſt, which are 
not yet come; whereupon they grow careleſs and: ſecure, and de- 
{cend into Hell with a groundleſs aflurance of entring into Heaven. 
Thus the Foundations of his Diſcourſes being laid open, we ſee 
how weak, yea, how rotten they are. And the SuperſtruRure is 
like the Foundation, infirm, unſound, unſafe, like to prove mit- 
chievous and dangerous. All religious Performances are marr'd,. 
all the Daties of Chriſtianity fall ro che ground, if once we come 
to be perſuaded of theſe following Propoſitions: (which are the 
main Contents of his Book), That a Man may have a Part in 
Chriſt, and yet be deſtitute of Faith 3 that Fear and Dread; and: 
conſequently Watchfulneſs, are uſeleſs in Religion 3 that we ob- 
rain no preſent Bleſſing, nor can hope for any fucure one by Prayer; 
that Godly Sorrow, Humiliation, and Repentance; are- of: no 
Advantage. 
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Advantage to us, towards the turning away of God's Wraths that 
the ſincere Endeavours (if there were any ſuch thing ) of righte- 
ous Men, can afford no matter of Comfort and Rejoycing to them z 
that the holieſt Perſons can do nothing that is pleaſing and accept- 
able tro God, yea, that they throw Dirt tn his Face as oftea as they 
pray, mourn, repent, or do any other religious Actions that God 
never takes notice of Sin in his Servants, ſo as to inflict any Pu- 
nithment or Chaſtiſement upon them for it; that the Sins of a Na+ 
tion do not pull down Judgments upon them 3; that God is not diF- 
pleaſed or angry with a Believer, though he be guilcy of Lying, 
Cheating, Oppreſſion, Uncleanneſs, yea, Murder, or 2ny otker 
enormous and flagitious Act ; that there are no outward Signs and 
Marks of true Grace 3 that a Reprovate and regenerate Perſon 
may be equally (incere 3 that Sanctification is no Evidence of a 
Man's Juſtification; that neither good Works can do us any good, 
nor evil ones do us any harm. This is the DoGtrin of our new 
Teacher, this is the Spirit of Aztinomraniſm, and it cuts the Nerves 
of all the Duties and Exerciſes of Chriſtianity. If any Man be led 
by theſe Principles, he will have but little-or no Inclinations to 
pray, to watch, to humble himſelf, to Roe Mortification and 
SelE-Denial, to repent of his former evil ways, and to lead a ho- 
ly Life, which are the things ſo often enjoyn'd and commanded by 
God in the Holy Scripture, eſpecially in the New Teſtament, 
where we are aſſured, that they are indiſpenſable Parts of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and che only way to eternal Bliſs and Happineſs. 
But the foreſaid Principles, if they be chroughly entertained, will 
not ſufter us to do any of theſe _ to any purpoſe : They all 
rend, to this, that we ſhould lay a{ide the Practice of Religion, 
and give our ſelves up wholly to Sloth and Security, yea, and live 
in all Exceſs of Riot, and make our Luſts the only Laws and Rules 
of our Lives. 

It may þe, many well-meaning Perſons are deceived by the ſpe- 
cious Trtle,of the Dottor's Diſcourſes [ Ghriſt alone exalted], and they 
may imagin, that that Book cannot but be innocent, yea, very 
excellent; and deſign moſt glorious things, which hath ſo goodly a 
Front, which promiſeth to exalt Ghrif, and him aloge. Bur be 
not deceived by a fair T:zle, judg not of the Book by this, but ſcan 
the Book it ſelf, and then you will know, whether the Title be 
deceitful or not. In plain Terms, you will know that it is; for 
Chriſt is never exalted and magnifyed, when Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneks are diſgraced, when Chriſt's own Ways and Means are 
vilified, and even deſtroyed. Doth he got deal deceitfully, Rn 
thoug 
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chough he gives unto Chriſt the things that are Chriſt's, yet he 
doth not give unto the ways of Chriſt the things that belong ro 
them > Why doth he not (peak plainly and honeſtly, and tell his 
Auditors this Goſpel-Truth, chat our Salvation is by Chriſt Je- 
ſus alone, as the efficient and meritorious Gauſe 5 but that Prayer and 
other Ordinances of Chriſt's Appointment, and all our Graces and 
Duties, are I»ftr uments, Helps, Means, and Ways to it > Why doth 
he nor tell his Hearers, as a faichfal Diſpenſer of the Word ought, 
That theſe are pleafing unto God, and are of themſelves naturally 
ſerviceable to the great End of Salvation, for which God a ppoint- 
ed them > This would have been plain dealing, this would have 
been an impartial and faithful diſcharging of his Miniſtry, and this 
would have been a powerful Invitation and Encouragement to the 
undertaking and performing of thoſe Evangelical Duties. Burt in- 
ſtead of this, he tells them agaia and again, that neither Faich, nor 
the reſt of the Graces of the Holy Spirit, nor any of our religious 
Actions and Performances have any thing to do in Salvation 4 that 
God is not pleaſed with them, and that he is not difpleaſed wich 
Believers when the contrary Actions are done by them : And ma- 
ny things of this Nature (of which I have given you a. particular 
SE before) he infuſeth into their Minds, and thereby COrrupts 
them. 

I am ſorry that I muſt go on to obſerve to you, that he is re- 
ſolved to purſue his Notion, whatever comes on it, and in order to 
that, you may ſee, that though Reaſoz (our that is a ſmall thing 
with him) or Screpture ſtand in his way, he being in his full Ca- 
rier, makes [11S paſſage through chem : He runs counter to the ex- 
prels Words of Holy Writ, whilſt he pretends to keep cloſe to it, 
yea, when he complains that others depart from ir. He quarrels 
with Scripture where it 15 plain: He will not acknowledg, that 4 
Mar. is juſtified by Faith, though S. Pas! bath in ſo many indivi- 
dual Words ſaid it over and overagain; but he labours to pervert 
the Apoſtles Words, as you have heard before. This I defire the 
Readers of his Sermons to take notice of, and from this one thing 
ro-apprehend the pernicious deſign of his whole Book, which is to 
pervert the Words and Senſe of the Holy Writings, and to lead 
Men from the true meaning of them into Error and Falſhood. He 
values not S. Paz!s Words, he maintains his Aflertion in defiance 
of the Apoſtle : For this inſpir'd Man aſſures us, that we are ju/t- 
fied by Faith; but Dr. Griſp faith, we are 20t : S. Paul faith his /i1- 
cere and godly Gonverſation was ground of Rejoycing ; but the Doctor 
abſolutely denies it. He might as well haye faid in plain Terms, 
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Paul, theu lieft : He might as well have told us, that the Scripture 
it ſelf is falſe. Bat, beſides theſe already mentioned, there are 
other Inſtances of his miſerable peryerting the Word of God; as 
bs mil interpreting and wreſting the plain meaning of theſe fol- 
lowing Texts, Strazt ts the gate, and narrow ts the way that lead- 
eth unto life, Mart. 7. 14. Forerve us our treſpaſſes, Luke 10.4. If 
any man be in Ghriſt, he 1s a new creature, 2 Cor. 5.17. We are his 
workmanſhip, created in Ghrift Teſus unto good works, Eph. 2. 10. We 
know we are paſſea from atath to life, becauſe we love the brethren, 
1 John 3. 14, All which places any unprejudiced Eye may ſee are 
grievoul)y (trained and diſtorted by him, on purpoſe to lerve his 
turn, and to patronize the Cauſe which he hath eſpous'd. Where- 
fore his Reader muſt always ſtand upon his Guard, when he finds him 
quoting a Text of Scripturez he muſt ever ſuſpe& him, leſt whilſt 
he cites a place, he wrelts the true meaning of it, and even when 
he ſpeaks Scripture, delivers things in direct Terms contrary to it- 
And as he runs contrary to Scr:pture, ſo he contradicts and con- 
futes himſelf, which is a thing I have partly remarked already, 
and you muſt needs takes notice of it in other places of his 
Sermons, and makes this Inference from it, That a Man that 
frequently contradicts himſelf, cannor be believed. Befides thoſe 
Inſtances before given, there might be many more produced ; eſ- 
cially the Fourth Volume (as 'tis called) of Sermons, which is 
ately printed, and was never publiſhed before, is as it were a Re- 
cantation of his former Diſcourſes. As for Example; whereas the 
Doctor had ſaid before, that the common Signs and Marks which 
Profeſlors make uſe of, are no Evidences at all of their being in 
Chriſt, and particularly that Obediexce is none 3 
t VolIV. Serm. 3, now he is of another mind, and faich f, Ozeatience 
Pag. 36. # a comfortable Evidence that we are tz Ghriſt ;, for 
our "Fruit will ſhew upon what Root we grow. The 
Spirit then bears loud witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Ghil-' 
dren of God, if the Frutt be right, Whereas, the Doctor, in ſome 
of his former Sermons, had told his Auditors, That religious Du- 
ties and Performances, and particularly Faſting and Humiliation, . 
bring no Good to them, cannot avert the Divine Anger, or remove 
any Judgments that hang over them, or lie upon them, and that 
our beſt Services cannot pleaſe God; now you hear him deny all 
this in his laſt Sett of Sermons *, We ould, faith 
* Pol IV. Serm.7. he, preconſider the Ends of a Faſt, why God looks 
hag. 76, for it. The Ends of it are, Firſt, the Humbling of 
the Soul; Secondly, the Pleaſing of God ; _— x 
the 
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the Awerting of Wrath, Would any Man imagiaz that the ſame 
Perſon ſpoke this, who utter'd ſuch ſtrange chings in Diſparagemenc 
of Faſting, as I have ſet down under the F:fth Head of theſe Re- 
marks? And preſently after he faich *, God hath 
made this Duty of Faſting effetual for much Good. * Paze 77- 
And afterwards f, Our weak Performances, if they + Ser. g. pag. 94 
be fancere, are accepted in Ghriſt the Beloved, and he 
proceeds to quore ſeveral Texts to prove it : Bat no ſuch Lan- 
uage as this could we hear, when there was the greateſt occaſion 
or it, Whereas, before this high Flyer could nor digeſt S. Paws 
DoGrin of Juſtification by Faith, now he is become 
very Orthodox *, It is Faith alone, ſaith he, juſti- * 5191.8: pag 85. 
fieth : Works hawe no hand 1n that buſineſs ;, yet that 
Faith which juſtifies alone, ftands not alone without Works 3, as if there 
could be a Faith in Men, and no Renovation of Life. Would 
you take this for the ſame Man that ſpoke thoſe things which I bave 
recited under mv rſt {eg Head? Whereas, in his former Dit- 
courſe, he would not allow that there is any Motive iz God from 
any thing we can do z and whereas you never hear him moving and 
encouraging his Auditors to any holy Enterprize and Performance, 
now he 1s 1n another ſtrain; for having ſpoken of 
the Grace of Self-denial, -he adds * Motrves and * Serm. 8. pag. 88. 
Encouragements towards the attaining itz among > 
the reſt this is one, This Self-dental, faith he, invites Chriſt and bis 
Sprrit zot to withdraw. Ic ſeems then, Chriſt and the Holy Spi- 
rit are e#v:ted and xzoved 'by what the Faichful do, which is quite 
contrary to what he had aflerted before. And now in theſe laſt 
Sermons which are printed, he'is-much upon exhorting to Duty; 
he ſtirs People up, by ſeveral Contiderations and Motives, to live 
well, and diſcharge the ſeveral Offices of Chriſtianicy. Thus, 
though it had been much more for the Doctor's Credit, if theſe 
laſt Sermons had not been added to the others, becauſe they are Re- 
trattations of thole before publiſhed 3 yer, on another account, it 
doth redound to his Credit and Honour, namely becauſe he is (o 
ingenuous as to ſpeak Truth at laſt. In theſe late Diſcourſes of 
Self-dential and Faſting, he ſpeaks like other Divines, he is a very 
Orthodox Man. Now he hath Jefc off his high Rants, he hath laid 
alide his ſtrange Notions, he revokes his former Afſertions, he 
overthrows alt-he ſaid before, unleſs it be in the Texth Sermon, 
where he is'at his old Work again, and laughsat . , ,, q 
. thoſe who ſay *, Suppoſe a Sinner hath lived in all Fn. 
manner of licentiouſneſs, before he may _ that Ghrift hath juſtified 
m, 
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him, he muſt forſake, and. find by refle4n on himſelf, that he hath 
farſaken all his former evil ways, and muſt be firicken with inward 
Terrour, and feel the Pangs of the new Birth, as they call it, &:c, Oh- 
ſerve that [as they call zt], he is at the 01d trade of mocking at in- 
ward Grace and Righteouſneſs: The zew Birth is matter of Dexr:- 
f7on to him 3 he would fain be at his Rzatculrng again, and in fo ſe- 
rious a matter as Regeneration too. Lord! What ſhall we think 
of this Man? Can we imagin that he ever intended good to the 
Son!s of Men, when he thus irreverencly ſpeaks of this great My- 
ſtery of the Chriſtian Religion, the new Brrth ? 

What account may we give of this Self-Contradiction ? It ſhews 
that the Doctor's Memory 1s very {lippery, and that he forgets, his 
former Aflertions: Or rather this thews, that the Door was bur 
in diſguiſe, and perſonated another Man. This ſhews his Incon- 
ſtancy, and that he loves to go backwards and forwards, and wa- 
ver in theſe great Points. This thews the Inconfiſtency of his No- 
tions, and that he cannot make them hang together. - This thews 
that he reafons- and argues deceitfylly; and makes uſe of Sophiſtry: 
inſtead of Logick. This ſhews likewiſe the Prevalency of Truch, 
chat it will - forcibly make: its way, even from the Mouths of its 
profeſfled Adverſaries. The ſhort is, the Doctor's general way in 
his Sermons is to go. out of the Road, to ſtartle and amule his 
Hearers with ſtrange improbable. Notions ; but then at ſome other 
rimes he ſtrikes into the plain beaten Path, and then you may hear 
him utter that which he was ſo backward to before, yea, which 
he-had dire&ly, oppoſed. So that the beſt Excuſe that can be 
made-for thim, is, ' that.he contradicts himſelf; and yer, ro ſay 
the Truth; this Excuſe is as bad a one as may be. 

- Or perhaps ſome of theſe Sermons which we find printed laſt 
of all, were the firſt that were preached by him, as I remember 
- the Doctor's Son intimates: And then we are to obſerve hence, 
that the Doctor began well, but was ſoon weary of it. The com- 
mon"and generally. acknowledged .'T , of. Chriſtianity were 
thought r00- mean and vulgar by him: He refolyet to ſtrike out of 
the Road, and-to. ſeek ſome by-Paths 3. he had a mind to lay aſide 
his old Divinity, and to rake up a.new onez and you ſee here the 
plain Effects ot it, you behold the miſerable Fruit of his Apoſta- 
rizing from his firſt Peiaciples. [Bur if he had lived ſome Years 
longer, 'ris\likely: he: would . have retracted theſe Antinomian Te. 
nets, and. have proved an :haneft Orthodox Man: That is all che 
hopes we have ofÞ-hims nl tl nn 2 
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I will not take notice here of the Doctor's nauſeous Repetitions, the 
ame thing in the very ſame Words over and over again. 'A Man 
may pick out of the Two 4nd Forty Sermons, Four or Five that 
contain all he hath ſaid in the reſt. I will not ſtand to obſerve how 
many bold and unwary Expreſſions he hath, and how he ſeems to de- 
light in them, which is worſt. I will not rake into his rude and 
wnſawvoury Stile, which he is guilty of ſometimes, and which is un- 
becoming the Myſteries of God, and renders thoſe Holy things 
contemptible. I will not again cail ro mind (fo as to intiſt here) 
how #rrewerently he ſpeaks of the ſolemn Duties of Preying, Faſt- 
ing, &c. and how he ſeems to at'ect'a kind of Drollery when he 
creats of them. This is unworthy of a Ghriftian Man, eſpecially 
of a Goſpel-Mznrifter, and one that looks upon himſelf to be of the 
higheſt rank of Proteſtants, Certainly no Puritan bur he, ever 
ſpoke of theſe Sacred things after that looſe ridiculous manner. 
No Perſon, pretending to Gravity and Serioulne(s, did ever treat 
of ſerious Matters after that rate. Who could think that he who 
hath ſuch Honey-Words ſometimes, could diſgorge ſuch Gall and 
Bitterneſs? T hat he ſhould jeer at Ghriftian Duties and Graces, 
and at the very Foundation of all Chriſtianity, the zew Birth > Cer- 
rainly it will be no breach of Charity toſay, that he is one of the 
Mockers and Scoffers of the laſt time, toretold by the Apoſtle. 

But che main Quarrel we have with the Doctor is, that by this, 
and by his ſeveral wild Aſſertions which we have before particu- 
larly inſiſted upon, he diſparageth, diſgracecth, defameth Religion 
it ſelf, and diſcourageth Menin the way of Holineſs, and teacheth 
them to turn Chriltianity it ſelf inco Ridicule. Is Ghrift to be ex- 
alted thus, namely by throwing down all Ghriftian Duties, and by 
treading them under teet* Mult Ghr:ft be fet up by pulling down 
his Oratnances, Worſhip, and Service? And are not theſe pulled 
down, when Men are perſuaded to believe, that theſe are but 


. throwing Dirt 12 God's Face? Is Ghrift exalted, when Faith and Re- 


pentance, and all Evangelical Works, which he himſelf hath com- 
manded, are deſpiſed and vilified > This is abſolute Contradiction ; 
it is exalting of Ghrift, and at the ſame time caftine him down. 
When therefore the Doctor talks of exalttne Chriſt (as he fre- 
quently does) he confronts himſelf, he is ſelf-condemned. - This 
attempt of the Dr. 1s juſt as if a Man or a Cempany of Men ſhould 
preſent a Paregyric to the Sovereign Prince they live under, and 
highly extol his Acts of Grace and Mercy to them, and with-a 
great many Words fer forth how gracious a Prince he hath been 
co them, and yet in the ſame Panegyrick Oration vilifie his Laws, 

I 2 inveigh 
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inveigh again{t hisDecrees, and repreſent how unacceptable and on: 
neceſlary their Obedience to bim would be. 1 appeal to any Man 
of Senſe and Reaſon, whether theſe Perſons may be tru)y ſaid ro 
magnifie and extol the King, or whether, on the contrary, it be 
not moſt evident that they dehaſe and a;honour him. This is the 
very Cale of the Doctor, and thoſe Men we have been ſpeaking of: 
They prerend to exalt the Lord Jeſus, when they ſo often make men- 
tion of Free-Grace, but when they come to ſpeak of the Duty 
which is conſequent of it, they really diſgrace and vilifie him, be- 
Caule they do not own this as neceflary in it ſelf, and acceptable to 


him. 


The Doctor's Son, in his Preface to his Fathers Sermons, under- 
takes ro vindicate him, and in that he doth the part of a Sox 3 but 
he ſhould have done ir (ſo, that all the World might not fee he hath 
done him wrong 3 for whilſt he confidently aflerts that his Father 
ſpeaks the Language and Senle of Mr, Perkins, Pemble, Gouge, the 
Biſhop of Armagh, Bilhop Rernolas, Dr. Zacomb, Dr. Manton, and 
others he names ; any one that is acquainted with the Writings of 
thoſe Perſons, knows very well that they were of a different fads- 
ment from his Father, in the Point of Juſtification by Faith, and 
all thoſe other Doctrins which theſe Sermons are full of. So that 
the truth is, in mentioning thoſe worthy Perſons he doth rather 
condemn than vindicate his Father and his Writings. How then 

\can he utter theſe Words ? (as he doth) [ F:we 

* Preface to the Thouſand and Two Hunared Diſcourſes I hawe by me, 
Reader, taken from the Lips of ſeveral Goſpel-Preachers, and 
not Six of them oppoſe my Fathers Do&rin] : When 

as *tis well known, that the Miniſters of the Presbyterian Perſua- 
fion (whom he heretofore frequently heard) were wont in oft of 
their Sermons, to oppoſe the Antinomian Principles z unleſs you 
will help him our, by ſaying that he took Notes only of what pleaſed 
him in the Sermons he heard. But I will not aggravate things as 
I eaſily might for I am charitably inclin'd to believe that the Do- 
or himſelf might be a-good Man, though he took a Courſe to 
make many bad ones. ; I do not think that he and ſome others of 
his Opinion, always defign'd the coupling of Antinomiantſm and 
Lyibertiniſm together ; but that which I ſuggeſt is this , that the 
ſcope of their Principles and Doctrins doth promote this Conjun- 
ion, and it is very difhcult to ſever them. I am far from pro- 
nquncing 4 damning Sentence upon all thoſe who approve of this 
Author and his Writings. I declare, that I believe ſome who 
aflert theſe Opinions, think and ſpeak in this matter according to 


their 
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their Conſciences and real Perſuaſions : And it pleaſeth God thar 
their own Principles and Maxims have not an Influence upon chem 
in their Actings. They live better than theſe Sermons teach them 3 
they do not follow the Conduct of their Principles. Hence it is 
that they are not diſcouraged from exerting all Virtues and per- 
forming all Duties, bur are very diligent and fervent in them. 

As for the Author himſelf, he being a Scholar, a Preacher, a 
Do#or in Iſrael, one that had ſome leiſure to dive into thefe Points, 
and to ſearch to the bottom of them, it may be thought by ſore, 
that he could not fo ſtrenuouſly and zealouſly maintain theſe Prin- 
ciples, and that in good earneſt, and yet be a ſincere Practiſer of 
Virtue and Holineſs. They rather are enclin'd to think, that he re- 
ſolv'd to defend this Hypotheſis which he had taken up, thereby ro 
gratifie his Diſciples and Party in thoſe days, who had a great O- 
pinion of him, and Mr. Saltmarſh, and ſuch like Men. Ir may be 
this was the Temptation which this Man lay under (I do not, I can- 
not ſay it was; but many a good Man hath fallen by the like), per- 
haps he was invited by the good Opinion of his own Parts and Abi- 
lities, to try how he could maintain this Cauſe, and thereby gain 
to himſelf a (ele&t Party of Men who would applaud his Doctrin, 
and rejoyce to ſee it defended with ſome Pretence of Reaſon, and 
the ſubtile —_— of ſome Texts of Scripture. Some have 
thought (I cannot ſay how truly) that this puſh'd him on to theſe 
unhappy Undertakings, whereby ic comes to paſs that his Errors 
have been propagated, and within theſe few Years, by the reprint- 
ing of his Works more than ordinarily entertained. When I ob- 
ſerved this, I ſaw it would be Charity to the World, to let them 
know what kind of Book this is, and to give them notice of the 
Danger of ir. I muſt needs ſay, I was very loth at firſt co enter 
upon this Task3 I had read moſt parts of the Book at ſeveral times, 
and never had any Thoughts of publiſhing my Sentiments about it. 
I had ſo good an Opinion of ſoxze things in theſe Sermons, that I 
could not be induced to make any RefleRions on the Author for the 
#1 ones I ſaw mixed with them. But when I conſider'd again, that 
the Good in theſe Writings might be Hurt by the Evil, or rather 
cauſe it to be ſwallow'd down withit for Good, I ſaw there was 2 
Neceſlity of making ſome Animadverſions upon theſe Diſcourles, 
that Perſons might not be endamaged by their uawary Reading, 
much more by their unadviſed Embracing of his erroneous Do- 
Erin. Fortho, it is true, to a wiſe and conſiderate Reader, - this 
Book is an Antidote againſt its own Poyſon, becauſe the. Author 
of it doth ſo often deny what he before aflerted 3; yer I was —_ 
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that weak and unwary Readers would be apt to ſuck in the Venom 
without making uſe of the Antidote, nnleſs it was plainly told them 
which is the one and which is the other. I grant indeed, that in 
ſome places he hath corre&ted and qualified what he deliver'd be. 
fore; ſo that we may ſafely entertain ic : Burt as he is to be praiſed 
where he doth this, fo it is to be lamented that he falls into his for- 
mer Errors again, and is as peremptory and dogmatical in them 
as ever. This extorted from me theſe foregoing Remarks, which 
I here offzr to the World, and beſeech the God of Heaven that 
they may be uſeful to thoſe good Ends which I deſigned them for. 
Towards the Concluſion I might take notice, that now of late 
the Doctrin of Free-Grace is the great and almoſt only Subject which 
is preached upon in the Afſemblies of thoſe that favour the 4ztino- 
, man way, Seldom in any of tize Meetings of that Party is there 
any thing treated of but this. And *tis certain, that a more noble 
and excellent Subje&t they cannot chooſe, the ſame which the 
Door fo often 1nfiſts upon with much Warmth and Aﬀettion, 
and for which he deſerves the Praiſes of all good Men. I with all 
who have the Care of Souls would frequently make it the Matter 
of their Diſcourſes in the Pulpit, otherwiſe they will be as blame- 
able as the Door, and they will be ſo far from exalting of Ghrift, 
that they will ſer up their Graces and Duties above him. Bat that 
which I contend for is this, That Chriſt aione may have the Pre- 
eminence; that he may be acknowledged the fole Author and Fi- 
niſher of our Faith and all other Graces; and likewiſe that theſe 
Graces having him for their Donor, may not be deſpiſed, neglected, 
and vilified by us z that we ought to look upon them as neceſlarily 
requiſite, in order to Salvation and Happineſs, and that accordingly 
we mult be daily examining the Truch and Sincerity of them, and 
endeavour to increaſe and improve them, that we may adorn the 
Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by an exemplary 
Converſation, that others ſeeing our good Works, may glorifie our Fa- 
ther who 1s in Heaven. See how the Apoſtles, how Chriſt him- 
ſelf preached: They preached Free-Grace, but not that ozly. Neither 
therefore ought it ro engrofs the whole Diſconrſes of the Preachers 
of the Golpel at this day, although. it be the moſt prevailing To- 
pick that can be uſed, Let uFmind how our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles addre(s'd themſelves to Men 3 let us obſerve how the <cri- 
pture deals with them, This uſeth not this one Motive wholly, buc 
hath others of another kind, ſuch as cheſe, the Commands and In- 
junctions of him who is our Sovereign Lord, the great and precious 
Promiles,” the Threatnings of God's Wrath againſt — ww 
vils 
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Evils that attend a vitious Life, the inward Deformity of Sin, and 
its Contrariety to the Divine Nature, the innate Excellency and 
Beauty of Religion, the Pleaſures and Advantages of Holinels, 
the Eafineſs of Chriſt's Yoke, the Rewards that attend it both here 
and hereafter. The Scripture moveth Mea to a conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of their ſeveral Duties, by ſuch Arguments and Inducements 
as theſe, as well as by chat of Free-Grace, And if you hear a Hundred 
Sermons, or read as many Books wherein che contrary Doctria is 
maintain'd, look upon theſe Diſcourſes and Writings as Impoſtures 
and Cheats, and down-right Deluſions. At this day nothing is heard 
from ſome Preachers Mouths but Free-Grace; this one Argument 
takes yp all their Diſcourſes, and none elſe. ButT mult cell chem, that 
though this be a moſt prevalent Motive, yer it muſt not always be 
uſed, ſo as to exclude others. This is evident, undeniably evidenc 
from the Scripture of Truth, and tizerefore there is no reliting it 
Thoſe that preach the Goſpel mnſt nor be partial in delivering the 
Truths of it, rhey muſt learn of S. Paul to keep back nothing that 
1s profitable unto their Hearers, 4#s 20. 20. They muſt commuai- 
care fo them the whole Will of God without Reſerves, and nor 
preach upon one Doftrin wich the Negle&t and Omifſien of the 


relt. 

This was the Fault of the Doctor, as his Sermons teſtifte : And 
this is the Fault of ſome others at this day. 1 would only ask thus, 
Are the Sinners of chis Age fo zngezzous above all that were before 
them, that they muſt have nothiag but Free-Grace preached to them 
to win and reclaim them? No Man that ſees what fort of Men there 
are in the World, can eafily believe this. - But-xather ſome of the 
Preachers of this Age are ſo #z4ulgezt and foxd above all that were 
before them, thar they chooſe our this Subject to; tickle the Ears of 
their Hearers, and will not make ule of any other. Ir may be partly 
imputed to this, that ſo many of thoſe who are their Audicors, 
differ (© little from other Folks, that they are as vain, as proud, 
as covetous, as unmortified as the reſt of Mankind : The excellenic 
Do&rin of Free-Grace being not back'd with a ſevere inculcating 
of their Duty, and of the abſolute Neceffity and AcceptableneG ot 
performing it, they are: not careful of ' their Lives and Manners, 
but throw themſelves upon the Mercy of Chriſt, with a groſs Neg- 
le& of what they are to do, and of what is indiſpenſably required of 
them. Ir may be obſerved, that ſince this Doctria of Eree-Grace 
hath been. wholly preached, . the Hearers ok, ic, have;generally been 
more looſe aad excravagant intheir, outward. rriage than before. 
They are told, (and that moſt truly) 'that- Chr'/t ts gxglted by the 
preaching 
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preaching of God's Free-Grace to Sinners; but they are not told al- 
ſo, and that very frequently, that Chriſt #s exalted by a holy Life 3 
that Chriſt is honowr'd by a religious Converſation 3, that Ghreft is ex- 
zoll'd and magnifid when his Servants walk worthy of the Goſpel, 
and make it their Study to live according to his righteous Laws 
and Rules ; that Chriſt is glorifid, as well as his Father, when they 
bring forth much Fruit. Let Miniſters preach of Free-Grace as af- 
fectionarely as they canz bur then ler them not diſparage and ex- 
clude a holy Life ; nay, let them poſitively declare that there is a 
Neceflity of being religious and holy, of doing our Duty, and of 
obeying God's Commands, in order to the obtaining erernal Hap- - 
pine. Let them not cry up Grace fo as to depreſs Holineſs; as if 
theſe rwo were inconſiſtent 5 whereas indeed they are nor, but are 
very nearly alli'd- Allis from Grace, z. e. from the good Will and 
Bounty of God in Chriſt, even our Hol:neſs, even our Living ac- 
cording to God's Will. This is from God, and therefore he that 
diſparages this, ſpeaks againſt Grace. San#tfication is the Gift of 
God, and therefore is by Free-Grace: Whence it is evident, that 
theſe two muſt not be oppos'd one to the other. | 
As for the Door, with whom our bulineſs is at preſent, I know 
he often ſaith, he preacheth nothing that may be a Diſparagement 
or Hindrance to a religious and holy Life, and the Performance 
of our particular Dutiesz and he ſeems to wonder that any Man 
ſhould think otherwiſe of him. But it is as clear as the Sun ſhine- 
ing at Noon-day, that his Arguments and Diſcourſes generally rend 
that way, and that they will (if they be imbraced) certainly damp 
all religious Enterprizes. And this Defign is the more effectually 
carried on, becauſe the Doctor all the while pretends to exalt Ghri/e. 
This is a ſubtile Contrivance of the old Serpent, under the Name 
and Pretence of Free-Grace, and of the Exalting of Ghriſt, ro throw 
down all Holineſs and Religion. The Devil was for the Exalting 
of Ghriſt, when he carried him up to the lofty Battlements of the 
Temple, but with a deſign that he might be precipirated thence, 
and be deſtroyed. Antinomianiſm is ſuch another Exalting of Ghrift , 
it is ſetting him on the Pinacle, lifting him up on high, with a 
purpoſe to caſt him down head-long. This is no other than a Sarani- 
cal and diabolical Extolling of Chrifl 3 ſuch an Exalrting of him as is 
attended with a Throwing down of Chriſtianity. I with deluded 
Souls would once ſee this, and know-that Satan is in more Shapes 
. than one: that he can appear-(as-here he doth) like an Ange! of 
Light; that he can enervate the Goſpel, and deſtroy Chriſtianity 
even when he {eems co-exaltchem. I beſeech thee —_ —__ 
oY hs ca cr, 
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Reader, beware of theſe Men and of their Writings; as thou wiſh- 
eſt welt to thy ſelf, as thou rendreſt the Salvation of thy Soal. 
Take heed of thoſe peſtilent Principles which are wont to delude 
Men by the fpecions Name and plauſible Title of Free-Grace. Fix 
chis on your Minds to ſecure you from Danger 4 that although 
there 15 no concurrence of our perſonal Righteouſneſs with Chrilt's 
Righteouſneſs in the Matter of Juſtification, yet this perſonal and 
inherent Righteouſneſs is requiſite in order to Salvation, and that 
Faith and Repentcance are Conditions of the new 

Covenznat. The Dr. indeed tells you, that * Man * Paze 82. 
hath no tye upon him to perform any thing whatſozw:r 

on his part, as a Gonaition that muſt be obſerwed on hu part, and there 
& not one Bond or Obligation upon Man to the fulfilling of the Cove- 
ant, or partaking of the Benefits of it. But nothiog is more oppolite 
to Scripture, where Faith and good Works are repreſented as the 
neceſſary 2nalrfications and Gondttions of Happinels. 

This was the Dodtrin of the Exel; Puritans,as any one may fatis- 

fie himſelf by conſulring their Writings. Mr. Fenner, , 
who was of that number, ſpeaks their Perſuaſion ,, a_ = 
thus *, Another End of good Works (for he had 11. part, p. 6D. 
been mentioning ſome Ends of good Works before) 

gc to qualifi: us for Heaven. We cannot be qualified for the Kingdom of 
Heawen, unleſs we be holy and godly in Chriſt Jeſus, except we have our 
Converſations honeſt, as becometh Saints, Aﬀter- 

wards he faith 'F, We marntarn a Neceſſity of good tf Page 101+ 
Works; and as great a Neceſſity of them as the Pa- 

piſts; only we teat down the Merit of them, that no Mau may think to 
be ſaved by Works; as a Rewerent Divine ſaid, We teach People Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs and good Works ;, as if there were no way to be © 
ſaved but by theſe : And again, we teach, that there ought to be as much 
hatging on the Grace of God, as if we could ſhew no more to be ſaved 
than the vileft Drunkard or Adulterer, This, I fay, was the Doctrin 
of the Puritans, they ſedfaſtly aflerced, that though Faith and good 
Works are not the Condition of God's beſtowing Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs on us, and juſtifying us, yet they are the Conditions and 
Qualifications of our Salvation, and that no Man hath any reaſon to 
believe chat he hath a part in Chriſt, -and ſhall be made happy by 
him, unleſs he performs theſe Conditions required in the Golpel. 


This is fully and plainly aflerted by an other emi- = 


nent Man, who was a known Friend to Parztans ; Golly Ann's Afk 

his Words are well worth the tranſcribing *, It & gm. 5, p. 145. 

worth the ebſervinge, faith he, that all the Promiſes of 
K 


Life 
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Life and Salvation are conditional : Happineſs is entaiÞd upon Holineſs, 
Glory upon Grace. You (hall read in Scripture of the Bleſſings of the Gove- 
nant, and of the Bond of the Govenant, of the Bleſſings of the Promiſes,and 
of the Condition of the Promiſes, If ever you would aſſure your ſelves of 
your Intereſt in the Bleſſings of the Gowenant ;, you muſt try your ſelves by 
your ſrncere performance of the Gonditton. Thus Ghrift ts promiſed to none 
but ſuch as believe, Paraon of Sin to none but ſuch as repent, and Hea- 
wen to none but ſuch as perouy in well doing, * Afﬀ- 

* Paz. 15, 159. terwards moſt admirably, Tow muſt ftuay, (aith he, 
the condition on which Ghriſt is promiſed It 1s cer- 

taty Chriſt ts not tendered abſolutely, without any Gonaition. Thoſe Texts 
which declare the Freeneſs of the Offer of Ghriſt, ao alſo mention a Gon- 
dition to be performed by thoſe that will hawe him. Obje&. But doth 
not the mentioning of a Gonaition take away the Freeneſs of the Ten- 
der of Chriſt? Anſw. By no means; the reaſon ts, becauſe this wery 
Condition 15 the free Gift of God, Queſt. But what « the Condition 
upon which Chriſt is promiſed? Anſw. There is (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
Conditio prxparans ſeu diſponens, 8& Condicio applicans, the Gor- 
dition required to the preparing and diſpoſing us for an Interef in 
Ghriſt, and the Condition applying Ghrift to w, and bringing him into 
our Poſſeſſion. The former 15 the Sight of our Sins, the Senſe of them, 
and a real Willingneſs to part with them. There is no Man qualified, 
according to the Goſpel, to reſt upon Ghrift for Pardon of his Sens, who 
7s not really willing to part with them. The latter is Faith, which 
therefore the proper Gonaition of the Goſpel, upon which Chriſt «s 
tendered : And this Faith is not a bare recerving and taking of Chriſt , 
for there are many who take him, and miftake him. But this taking 
and receiving of Ghrift hath theſe Properties, &c. And afterwards, 
Page 171. All Promiſes of Life and Salvation are conditional. Con- 
ditional Promiſes are the Fruit of Free-Grace as well as abſolute ones, It 
1s Free-Grace which enables us to perform the Conditions, and Free- 
Grace which moved God to promiſe ſuch great Mercies upon ſuch Gon- 
aittions. And ſpeaking of the Conditional Promi- 

* Pag. 191,172. fes, he ſaith *, They are of great uſe to quicken a 
lazy Chriſtian, and to entourage him to Diligence: 

For no Man can obtain the Bleſſing promiſed, but he that performs the 
Condition enjoyn'd. They are rare Touch-Stones to try our Intereſt tn 
the Promiſes; for he that negletts to perform the Gonaition, cannot 
challenge az Intereſt in the Bleſſing promiſed upon the performing of it. 
Again, There are no Promiſes ſo abſolute, as to exclude all Endeawours 
072 our part, God will do the things promiſed for us, but by us. We 
wark, but it is God that worketh all our Works tn us and þ es 
vjotnte 


Refleftions on Dr. Criſp's Sermons. 67 


Abſolute Promiſes are Foundations of Induſtry, as well as conditional. 
Thus this Author hath very ſolidly and ſubſtantially ſhewed the 
the Truch and Uſefulneſs of this Dorin, w7z, That our Graces 
and Works are the Gona:tzons of our Salvation. This is the ſtrain 
of the whole Scripture, and hath been irrefragably proved and de- 
monſtrated by ſeveral excellent Writers of the Church of England; 
but this ample Teſtimony of Mr. Galamy, and that other of 
Mr. Fenner, both of Puritamcal Principles, will be more cogent 
with thoſe I have to deal with at preſent, and therefore I have 
tranſcribed them from thoſe Authors, and fer them down fully. 
It hath been often ſaid, that this Doctrin ſmells of Popery, or Ar- 
minianiſm at leaſt. Bur behold ! Here it is aſſerted by thoſe who 
were neither Papiffts nor Arminians, or ever ſuſpe- pb 

ed to be ſo, unleſs it were by one *, who lately * 4 indication of 
calls all his Non-conforming Brethren (that are noc rg > v0 
Antinomians) Arminans : He is the firſt Man that tan, &c. 

hath dealr chus uncharitably with them, and hath 

tally branded them with a Title which all the World knows they 
have no righe to, and which they are great Abhorrers of, The 
Doctor's $9», who ſaith, he hath ſome Thouſands of Sermon-Wotes 
by him, hath, wichout queſtion, ſome that he took at Aldermanbury, 
at Mr. G-—'s Lecture there : I adviſe him to look thenr over 
again, and fee whether ſome Heads of the fore-mentioned Do- 
- Qrin preached by that Perſon be not among them. And when he 
* is looking, it may be he will meet with ſomething of Dr. Owen 
(whoſe Auditor he was) to the preſent purpoſe *, 

Chriſt undertook, (aith he, that thoſe who were taken * Dr. Owen, of 
into the New Govenant ſhould be enabled to comply T*ſtificatimn,p.264, 
with the Terms of it, fulfil its Gonattions, and yield 

the Obeajence required theretn, And perhaps he will find this Paſ- 
ſage of a certain Preacher at the Merchants Leure WA 
in Broad ſtreet, viz. + That Ghrift, to complete our Þ k . way 
Faſtification, hath purchaſed for us Strength and At1- D—_ of : 
lity to perform the Gonaition of the New Covenant, af 

This we aſſent to, (aich that Writer, and this all ſoder Men agree in, 
that the Goſpel Covenant hath Goxaztzons annexed to it, and theſe 
Conditions are to be performed, through the Aid and Afiſtance of 
the Spirit, by all thoſe who attain to eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs. 
No Man alive can perform them fully, but our bleſſed Lord's com- 
plete and finle(s Righteouſneſs is accepted of God, and expiates for 
our Infirmities and Sinfulnels. Wherefore let us rely wholly on 
the perfect and meritorious Obedience of our Redeemer, expecting 
to 
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; t9 be ſaved by and for that alone. Yet let us underſtand what the 
Lora requireth of-u6, viz. To do juſtly, axd to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly with our God, to diſcharge our Duty conſcientiouſly in the 
ſeveral Parts of it, to adorn our Profeſſion by a holy and upright 
Converſation, and to pray 'utito God that we may be ſtrengthned 
to perform this. Let us abhor the Do&trin of thofe Men who dil- 
courage us from doing this, and ſpeak deridingly and ſcoffingly of 
the Duties and Graces which are required of us, and who ſeparate 
Juſtification from Sanctification- Dr.Cr1ſp is guilty of this through- 
our bis'whole Book : Therefore, Chriſtian Reader, be very wary: 
in reading this Author, and make it thy humble Prayer to God, thar 
thou mayeſt be: able ro-diſcern the Snares that-are laid for thee by 
him and his Followers; and that thou mayſt be fo wiſe and pru- 
dent as to eſcape them. See now S. Fuae's Words verified, There 
are certain men crept 11 unawares, turning the grace of our God into 
wantonneſs and licentiouſneſs, depraving and debauching the Holy 
Religion of Chriſt Jeſus. Wherefore, with great Fervency, im- 
plore the Divine Aid, that thou mayſt not be corrupted and fedu- 
ced by the wanton and licentious Doctrins of theſe Men, eſpecially 
of this Author, who bath mingled them with his Sermons every 
where: And the rather be very careful to reject theſe groſs Errors, 
becauſe they are (o highly dangerous and pernicious, that is, becauſe 
they are repugnant to the whole ſtrain of rhe Bible, becauſe: they 
vilifie | the Inſtitution and Appointment of God himſelf, becauſe 
they. oppoſe the great Deſign and End of the Goſpel, which is 
Holinefs of Life, becauſe thereby they eclipſe God's Glory in the 
World, - becauſe they ſet open a Door to Libertiniſm and Pro- 
phaneneſsz in-a Word, becauſe they overthrow the Goſpel which 
preacheth Sanctification as well as Juſtification. 

Thus you have my Animadver/zons, and the Deſign of thetn : I 
hope, through the Divine Blefling, they will prove adyantageous 
and ſucceſsful. >. a 58 , 
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